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(By Harriot ML ClOM.) 
The Editor has k i in 1 In requested BM to 
write | -ketch of Jooophjat K. Henry. Inn 

when l think of the wealth of work aeootn* , 

pli-hcd by her 1 am over-whelmed with the 

thougftt of not what to write, hut what not 
to write. 

Woman'- H of ion derotei 1,000 words to 

lira, Ilenrv a- a representative \\<»ui;in. and 
yet dOM Ik r .-cant justice Volumes have 
been written vaunting the lite of men whOM 
work is less valuable than her-, for platitude* 
lew easily from the pea lot one w ho labors 
with the popular throng but exprc — inn- of 
appreciation are piteoush scarce foi the 
pioneer in unpopular work. and the Hag of 

crimeon aanei on my face at the tear-com- 

ptUiUg thought that my sister- women for 
whom ihfl ha- toiie.l ha\e silently, it not in 
-olently accept.*,! the iMftiotl made for them. 

Jo— phlm Williamson IIBWI to have beOB 
Die Southern incarnation oi Destiny. Horn 
in Newport. Ky. her father a \ irginian, her 
mother. Mary Kirby. ot Letdf, Kn-iand, she 
VM reared in the home atmosphere of cul- 
tured accomplishment - and independent 
thought, vet with the community surround 
ings of conventional tcmtnitllW and the 
latter naturally furnished the irritant of un- 
just restraint which developed oufl beloved 
OOmntdl into the ftUecrt) icli '-reliant champion 

of |hf ojtj.le-.-rd. 

During her early jreeri whlli itoring the 

mind with practical fact- -he did not neglect 
tho ae-thetic. for in addition to perfecting 
lier-eif in instrumental and vocal BfUak ihf 
did creditable work a- a (ompo-er. I may 
al 0 mention in, thi- connection that slie 
pOU^eilft the poetical -pirit and during t he-e 
later y.ars she has paid tribute to our time 
in rhyme- that sear and shame our system, 
but -he declare^ that -rntiment is ;1 wasted 
energy when dealing with tho desperately 
demoniac conditions about u-. 

In March IStiS do-, phine W'illia m-on was 
married to ( aptian William Henry of Ver 
-aill.-s. Ky. Here -In- iUM ifaUM resided and 
heir. About I \<:>r »g0 ( a|)tain Henry died. 
Qrlti ha- been an oft-time -nest in the 
AUftrl Of Mr-. Henry. In !*!»] tht only -on 

■j:; roan oi agi \\;<* arueU; aruehed to death 

in a railroad wreck at Grata, Illinois, and 
time-, and yet. she finds leisure to sympa 
thi/e with the actor- in the greet tragedy of 
Life, which is ott.n too intensely hitter 
for tears. \. a li.hl reformer .lo>ephine K. 
Ilenrv st.in Is supreme- alone. Other women 

ban oauragaoualy grappled single line- of 

work and gained much, and deserve epdit. 
but property privilege, social inequality, 



political intrigue, the diagram of intem- 
perance, tho horrors of superstition, the ter- 
rors of the domestic dogmas which have made 
pottible the economic dependence and sex en- 
slavement of women — all have been as -ailed 
by our sister until the mountains of misery 
are beginning to diminish. 

For over 20 years thi- indefatigable worker 
ha- been active in the political arena and 
with the aim always of securing consideration 
and a measure of justice for lnr suffering 
ftj tart. Her si x year's light in uie Kentucky 

lagiahttura to secure equal property righta 

for women was perhaps, her severest strug- 
gle. She wrote hundreds of articles for the 
press on property rights and the state was 
dehlged with literature on the subject. Twen- 
ty thousand copies of one pamphlet alone be 
tag distributed. She spoko throughout the 
state and at every se sion of the Legislature 
to,- .i\ Ion- vear-. It was ; , ucar.v work, but 
after seeing much of her private fortune 
molt away for the cause she championed, she 
was at last victorious, and Kentucky women 
today, enjoy equal property rightl with men 
through lnr effort. 

We an told that "man's inhumanity to 
man makes countless thoueandl mouin." but 
women's ingratitudo to women furnishes a 
full parallel, for years after when the writer 
became acquainted with Mr,. Henry and ex- 
press d appreciation of her work sin- -aid: 
"You are the first woman who ha- said a 
word of commendation." 

For a number of years .Mrs. Henry was 
auditor for the National Wonun's suffrage 
A -social ion and spoke at the annual con- 
ventions in Washington, 1). C, Atlanta. Ga. 
Grand Bapids, Mich, and many other places. 
She alao served as Superint t mlent of legis- 
lative and petition work for the Kentucky 
Women'- Suffrage Association. 

Eighteen years ago 9oaephine K. Henry wa- 
the candidate party for tii*Tk of the Supreme 
Couii of her State. In this campaign she 
was the lir-t woman in the South to run 
for a Btate office. A feu years later the 
same party nominated her for Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction and later in the 
fraeon tho State Populist) Convention pro 
ferred the MUM position on their ticket, which 
wm a unique compliment. 

Again »he traversed the State making 
hundreds of -pe, dies and we find her atwu/l 
in progressive paths always moving onward 
and away from the' outworn and -ot called 
-acred precedents— toward the humane act- 
uality of "equal right- to all, sj>ecial priv- 
llagaf to none." 

The climax of her political career was 



readied when she was named as a possibility 
for president of the Vnited States, and the 
great dailies of the country consumed not 
only columns but pa<_ r es in interviivv- and to 
the reproduction and di-cus-ion of the many 
creditable and eonci-e reconimendat ions by her 

for legislative procedure* 

Mr-. Ilenrv s political work has been 
prodigious. Her -u-tained courage nothing 
|cs„ than superb and her achievements stu- 
penduou-. and while th I work has been un- 
usual for a woman, it entailed no actual 
animosity. 

Hut harken to the howl of execration 
thai arose when thin pioneer for principle 
advanced still another step ami attacked the 
mighty— monster— the religious superstition. 
The former not of affable toleration was drop- 
pad from discussion and when her javelin 
tipped with reaaoa'l petal reached Jehovah's 
vital, a cry a-eended from pulpit and people 
and press which drowned every plaudit .that 

preceded it. 

In seeking to secure equitab'o laws for 
her -ist.rs. thi champion of freedom had 
di -cover that the subject hm of Chri-tian 
women throughout the centuries and their 
present degradation and economic dependence 
is due to Bible mandates and the adminis- 
tration of its precepts by the Priesthood, and 
though reviled by former iriends, and ana- 
thematized by religionists -he calmly pursued 
the policy of eapOCiag the inconsistencies and 
inju-ticc of our Christian system. 

In expressing herself on t hi s point Mr^. 
Henry says: 'I pride myself more in my 
Freet bought work than all else I have tried 
to do." And she has accomplished much. 
Speaking at National and State Conventions, 
contributing to the numerous Freethought 
publications in the I'nited Slates, Canada and 
England* Her name appended to an article 
decides the editor a- to its worth. Site is 
the onlj woman who appears in "Facts Worth 
Knowing," I pamphlet which has reached a 
circulation of 200.000. Her contribution in 
Diaabeth Cady Stanton's innovation — Tho 
Woman's Bible was highly commended by Mrs. ' 
Stanton who coincided with her estimate of 
Bible responsibility for wrong. 

Mrs. Henry was one of the chief champions 
< f lalitor ( ha rles C. Moore during hi- per- 
■eeutlofl by tho unOfWnpromiling Christian 
Cnthutieetl and also a siib-tantial supporter 
* > f the Blue Crass Wade and for many years 
almost a constant contributor. 

For propaganda work this prolific writer 
ha-t had published the pamphlets — Property 
lli'jht- of Kentucky Women, Women and 
Christianity. Woman and the Bible, and 
Marriage and Divorce, all of which should be 
Nad and studied by credulous Christians. 

Mr-. Henry has held office in the various 

Free Thought organizations and is now Pres- 
ident of the American Freethought Asso- 
ciation. Nor the least of her work as a 
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HUMAN ECCENTRICITIES 
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Term Applied Only To The Foibles cf So- 
called Men of Genius, But Called 
Insanity in Others. 

(9y It Urier Kidder.) 
No one know, where eccentricity cuds and 

infinity begins any re than where 

monkey -top- and «n. in -tart-: thtfft is noth- 
ing abrupt in nature; BBthiag jarky about 

evolution. Now* of us think ouiseUes lacking 
in ■Wtllltj, t hough MVBffBl own t«» a tew 

tdjoayacrtttoi of gaaJaa. B r o ry b o dy nnu 
too baay diogaoaing trarybody else', mental 

symptons to span- judgment fof hi- own. 

Bt range n art craay j fritnda, paonHarj our- 

Mhrea, original. We laugh at lirMgt actions 

till graatatai toUowa, thai apt thami moH 

at the hMtnttlri of mediocrity. wor-hip tht 
eecent l icit ie- oi (rraataaM. 

(Jeniu- i- rarely all'eeted: tho artitical be 
lOBgl Ul tli-' -ha dow : the natural. to the pro- 
tound. i ll" *•*•*•« nt l it itie-i of the great are 
generally due to the fact that tew grant men 
ha\e time to bt BMtt Bttfl ional. I hope this 
explains my iiidill'eieiice t<< MMM d. -tails. 
From ordinary folks nothing heterodox is 

tolaratad and proaoumtad bdrHdnaiitj in the 
traragt man in toola] ■■crfl tgt. Nobodj oaa 
afford to i»e a <i ;ink imlaat he bt rataforotd 
with prt tti ga . I km.w ,,t no Mora pitiful 
objaoi than mi aaratogBtaad ftniui trying to 
touch a tommunit; t om a thin g he doaaa'J want 
to loam rVobatart arc abMBt mladadj the 
rati of forgot foL Wobattr once consulted 

hi- watch to -cc it' he had time to go home 
to get it. If a "nigger" displayed 10 much 
preOOtUpatkWIi he would be called a lunatic 
Which goat to prOTt that, an ignorant man'- 
reputation, like a poor man - or a woman'-, 
is a very delicate thing. 

The great Dr. Johnson couldn't pant a fence 
without touching every tenth picket with bii 
cane. Stonewall JaafcaOB thOBghl one of his 
lee.* was getting shorter than the other, 
lloth of thc-e gentliinen could h:i\e been cured 
with Christian Sciemc So when your in- 
tellectual grandeur finds relaxation in tally 
ing fence pickets Bff making :i <larky pull 
your lag to counteract its fancied ■htFBlrtgt, 
without ri-king your rejmtation for sanity. 
\on ; ,re great. Rut first aehieve the MMM 

that braada tht bob taat. Don't, ttkt too 

many of u- t turn dam fool to adverti-o your 

aiaiom. 

Tho mind below mediocrit\ bat 00 more 
patience with the mediocre mind than the 
nudioerity. We as naturally con-ider what 
is mentally below stupidity a- what is men 
tally above us extravagance. The laborer 
can't* believe; that! professional auto work. 



To him. there i- no exertion unmarried to i 
-hovel; nothing arduous divorced from ;i 
pick axe; nothing product iv« . implanted in 
dirt and watered with -weat. Don't the 
Socialists toll us 'the working man produce* 
t ho wealth." Of what Use is the en-ill. ci. 

doaaaal the tngim r do the aork ! That the 
brain can be harne— e.i to tdhiere tht rami 

the mind gOtTtd Bp to produce the ~nl-t.uiti.il 
i- beyond the faith of those w ho believe what 
they imagine and doubt whai other- think. 

BO it is with those of average intelligence 
who sees brutality in the great unwa hed 
who groxel btaa ath them and insanity in the 

goalBt who- IgiaaHt? brrttot bin to loar 

abort them rather than to crawl with the 
mofa Of walk with the crowd. I don't claim 
that eccentricity is an unfallible -ign of 
ftraaa, tho lunatic asylum, t bo Scheme of 

Salvation and tho Boejaltai party aoald n 

futt that. Two thirds of the eecent licit lot arc 
born of affect at ion married to self conceit. 
Bfftrj gIBBi man or woman is ever dupli- 
cated in MMM Bad hou e. \~o body ever did 

anything txtraordiaarj who oratal aped by 

extraordinary buds. When lord Salisbury 
• uice vi-ited an in-ane a-vlum. the attendant 
glaaoad at his card and said: "You will have 
to wait for a vacancy. We are over stocked 

with Lord Batitbarita. 1 Joaani Bontboott 

said -he was to be the second niotle r of 
Chritt, who. when you think of all the Yii 
gin Mary emulator-. MBMJ to atOBt by hi- 
tnrphu mothers for his lack of father. De- 
lu-ion is nothing but over grow n eccentricity. 
A fool imitates tho unconscious absurdities 
of the wise because it is his only way of ap- 
pearing wise. Sometimes hD imitation con- 
MMBM into a specialty and. by the way it 
takes a mighty -mart specialist to keep sane. 
When you meet a man in whom w i*h fathers 
belief or bopt BfgOtt expectation, watch him. 
Variety is the *pice of mind ns well as of 
life. Specialties are prone to grow into run 
ft WO? hobbies and run away BO blues gener- 
ally lnnd for congenial compan\. 

Thousands outside of Bedlam apt the 
peculiarities of their mental betters: natural 
Matt rjrploHMg artificial assinity. I know 
a man who thinks he looks like Vapoleon 
baoaBBt his head rOltBlbltl a pnVe pumpkin 
in si/e as much as it does an exhausted re- 
<ei\er in other details. This hydrocephalic 
polvwo._r. like |..,rd Thnrlow, "looks wiser than 
any man can be." He simply out NapofeOBt 
Vapohon in his po-ings and taoapol fffBt 
board in a binatic n-ylum. solely on account 
of his appetite." Then there is my friend Q 
who persists in digging me in the ribs with 



hi- elbow to puuetuate his remarks; every 

punctuatfcm ftaUag lika aa exclamation point 

made with a |tiek axe. I wi-h ( . would <|uit 

that, lie taat Bndarataad 'hat his inter 
ooatal tattoo laatoad oi biritMf mj aitaatioB 

to what he layaj UMbon it t0 what he BOBS. 

I am not hi- iptoia] pray, Boraral oIImi 
tatbaaMt citizens bara I n Mrioaaly nu 

paired, ^ct a kinder hu-band ftBd lather than 
tbit perambulating pile drive,-. dOOl not walk 
upon the earth. If tin- fftfft WtA so I iBOBki 
bart kided him lone in thi-. 

Did yoB Brat offtT I (hair to any one who 
did not move it before -it ting in it? Thi - 
comes natural to I man bofOTC -itting dOWg, 
a- taraiag round t<. I doe btfort lying down. 
The do- turn- round btOBBlt hit ^^ i D 1 IBOItl 
tor- turned round to ciu-h down the grass 
The Origil of thi- thair MOriag mu-t have 
been the hakim.' of ;i bath b\ our unpant d 

progMiHon who natBrally objaotad to -itting 

OB a harm t- ne-l Of I -nake. To te-t my 

'i ry, trj to -it down mi ■ bush aHboui 

yoar paati on btfort birtatigatiBg your Mat. 

> > on can't BO it: yoO fat] in-t imt i\ ely there 
i- tOO much at -take. A man BOTBff faall M 
bypOthatical at when Bt -it- down suddenly 
on IQfBOlbMg fOTBlgi without hi- pant-. 
Pant-, like health, cut bt appreciated till 
you hive none. 

When a man look- at hi- uat.h and re- 
turn- it to hi- pocket, in-tantly a-k him tor 
the time. He cant Ml you without looking 

at it tgaia. DbIbj roar qoaatloB rat ■ min- 
ute and he can; but while the mind i- iboSffb 

lag tho haowladga tht qaaatkM seem- to 

ell'ace it from the mtMOffy. The g|<alM the 

mind, the graatar tin- neeicct of bob *attaat ia] 

details, "Grtal men write had hand-" i- a 
maxim. How. many bookkeepers write bad 
hand- . About a- man\ a- l" t abort book 
keeping. There i- little in | tread mill to 
in-pire originality. Ditl yoB tTtf s,.,. ;lM vc 
centric bookkeeper".' The nearest 1 e\cr km w 
one to ^<'t to eecent rii it y w as an expert ac 
countant who went to church and ne\er got 
drunk. 

Many of tbttt pcculiarit ic- are j.crhap-. 
•rudimentarx ttOOtt M of BOffMB] action-. It 

mmbi hapoaalblt to taoapt aboily from what 

■ It MMt an tM BB t faU ;ind ame-tral char- 
.mteri-tic. They are of 10 practical use, but. 

fike the reffMiform tppandrff, aborted tar 
araggiag arnttlM and tilaai letters i n or- 
thography, linger M I memory of what BBI 
forinerl.x functi.»nal. Tht Kmpre-s Marie 
LoalM could Bap her . afa, M < an 1. M can 
another indi\idual. In u- three the gift 

-e4'in> to bt dtrirtd from aaottton without 
taviroBMaai modifloatkMa ! prttnmt, there 

fore, that IrtBtntndiBf mentality is not M 
sential to the gBBMtllng iBd foataiiag of this 
|s'culiarit y. It appear- to he an abnormal 
trait in which an (gBOffBMBl tBB ladalgt with 

oai expoalag him-eit to the obargt of affaota* 

tion or prtaomptBOBl emulation. 

i Continued on BBgt 1">.^ 
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THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE 
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Question Propound to Bibilogists As To 
The Earliest known Date Concerning 
The Special Promise. 

(By A. A. Snow.) 

I'ri<»r to Josephus' time there were four 
elistinct copies of the Bible then consisting of 
the Old Testament alone. These copies dif- 
fered from each other and in some point* 
quite materially. They consisted in, I. The 
tflMHtf or that held at Jerusalem. 2. The 
Samaritan consisting of the Five Books of 
ftlMM only. I«M| having divided the Sa- 
maritans had their Bible separate from that 
at Jerusalem. 3. The Septuagint, a Greek 
copy translated from earlier productions 
about 280 B. C. for the Egyptian library at 
Alexandria. And 4. The copy from which 
JoMfrfHM made his ■jaotattOM which was if- 
f'erent from the others as is shown by \ m. 
\\ 'hist on in his appendix to Josephus; and he 
devotes 18 pages in his • Dissertation IV. in 
eitations and proof* of this fact which he 
Mate- in these words; — "That the copy of 
the books of the Old Testament laid up in 
Herod's temple, and tin nee used by .losephus, 
the Jewish historian, in his Antiquities, was 
no other than that most ancient collection or 
library made by Nehemiah, in the days of 
Artaxerxes, the son of Xerxe^; and was free 
from the several additions and alterations 
made afterwards in the other copies which 
are now extant." 

Now Josephus in his Antiquities mention- 
ing the Abramic promise never refers to that 
part of it that promises to bles, all nations 
in the setd of Abraham which our Christian 
friends so much rely upon as a promise of 
a Christ that was to be born of the seed ot 
Abraham. He just mentions that part which 
is a promise to the Jew- and there stops as 
if there was not a word said of a blessing" 
to any body else. Why do< s he do that ? 
Does he think his readers would not be con- 
c rned in the offer ot a blewsing to the Gen- 
tiles? Surely not for it was Gentiles that he 
wa • writing to; and that for the purpose of 
it moving any prejudice from the Jewish re- 
ligion. A promise concerning them would be 
the first thing he would want to name. What 
then? It seems to me plain that the latter 
part of the promise wa* not in the copy that 
Josephus r| noted from which Whiston says 
was the most ancient and freeest from al 
teration and interpolation; and that this 
promise in later copies was an interpolation. 
Now I take this position (and 1 find strong 
evidence to support it.) The Jews originally, 
or at a very early date, were polytheists but 
they had their favorite tribal god, while 



other gods ruled other tribes. As they came 
to hate other tribes, being at war with them, 
they also hated their gods and first turned 
them into devils but finally into non-en- 
tities and they thu< gradually become mono- 
t heists. Here they reached a new stage in 
their evolution. Their one god must have 
made the world and of course all men, hence 
he must have some concern for others than 
Jews. Some liberal minded Jewish priest 
having the entire possesion of the? sacred 
books found it not at all inconvenient to add 
a clause to the Abrahamic promise carrying 
out this idea; which finally grew into the 
notion of a Messiah who would have a mes- 
sage from this god to all mankind. 

Now the question I wish to ask U this; 
What is the earliest history we have of the 
Abrahamic promise to all nations?" It is m 
the Septuagint copy and probably in the 
Masorette; whether it was in tho Samar- 
itan I do not know. It might be quite an- 
cient and still an interpolation. I asked this 
question in the Beacon but god no answer. 
Hut 1 think the question was so condensed 
that it was not well understood. 



ABOUT TWO PREACHERS. 

One Rev. Babcock Kicked Out Of The Traces 
And The Other Committed Suicide. 

(By John F. Clark. .. 

As long as Christians furnish me with good 
material for comment upon its consistency, I 
am happy. I am not responsible in any way 
for the peculiar didos that' thes.' fellows cut, 
but I am not sorry that th<y failed in their 
line, for I verily) believe that tho line is 
faulty and that most of them are too proud 
to alter even the line's shadow. 

The first gentleman that I call to the bar 
of Keas«,n. this week, is lb v. Pabeook, Bap- 
tist, of Ifayonnct, N. J, Upon Sunday, Feb. 
2nd, tho day sacredly and superstitiously 
dedicated to the Ground Hog, this holy man 
got up in the meeting and told his "dearly 
beloved" that he was "meet for repentence" 
and would likely be meat for their dogs 
and cut before night. He has committed the 
■np y dom b li sin— actually denied the Bible 
as a book of Heavenly Inspiration. Turned 
up his priestly nose at the Immaculate Con- 
eeption and felt amused at the Transfigura- 
tion. Figures may not lie put Transfiguration 
is the essence of misfit truth. "But much 
more the good man said, it almost makes me 
swear!" 

He has been soundly converted to Mater- 



ialism and realizes the deep wrong that he 
has inflicted upon his congregation, by tel- 
ling them lies and fortifying them by: thus 
saith the Ix>rd. Now, he wants to make 
reparation by telling them the truth for 2 
years. I am anxieni* to learn how the con- 
gngfttfcMI is going to act upon his case. Does 
this jar you, reader? Does it jar God? If 
He is built as Abo, Ike and Jake, Moses and 
h-ayah (Isaah) and Peter and Paul (Saul|, 
bq«, say he is built He will get a shock, all 
right ey. 

Now. list to my tale e>f another Rev. Bab- 
ce,ck. for, Maltie D. Babcock, Presbyterian, 
was the most attractive preacher in Balti- 
more. He had the bon ton monocle-eyed 
congregation. He was liberal in spots, like 
during the past year the mysterious but in- 
vincible force ha, visited her family four 
the tiger i< gentle in other spots. The Rev. 
Maltie D. Bal>ee)ck had the call with the re- 
porters and he had the gall to keep up ap- 
pearance of doing something, but no one 
eon Id say that he ever did anything, but imi 
(ate the fellow in the tread mill, as a Pres 
byterian. He liveel well, he was a social lion. 
He talked, of course, and he was strong upon 
Anti elivorce anei anti-suicide. He hael the 
re-putation of being an orator. He could open 
his hi ad and beautiful things rolled out. lie 
aelve>cated living and acting as the Bible 
Heroes did, and set the pace by conforming 
as up-to-date civilization directs us to liv*. 
But it is not his living that I wish to refer 
to, it was his death. God made a cog slip in 
his brain and he went to Paris to have 
science repair the- damage, but before he got 
under treatment he committed suicide. 

Perhaps the Rev. Maltie D. Babcock, had a 
light strike him as his namesake, in Bayonne 
did. It may be that when he found out what 
a ninny he had been he was upset and had 
irnt the courage to confess his sins as the 
Otter fellow did. Now. in conclusion, I turn 
these two fellow - out to the Blade readers 
to ponder upon, and when a local parson gets 
gay, tell him about the two Babcocks. I am 
\erv sorrow that the N. J. fellow profamed 
(.round Hog Day. 



CORRECTION. 

In H. Wettstein'a reply to Mr. Davis in the 
Blade of Jan. 19th occure»d the following sensc- 
elet roving misprints. For "rendering it to 
one half" read "reducing it to one half. ' 
l or 'have the reader uneler the impression' 
"leave the reader uneler the impression." For 
m §0 though I| or they had occasion." For 
"Whenever 1 or they hael occasion." For "the 
turn god' is not found among Scripture 
Proper Names as in Jehovah, Elohim, etc. ' 
read "as is Jehovah, etc ' 



Never has living; man lifted the 
sombre veil of death and looked 
beyond. 
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WANTED A MAN. ) 



By Walter A. Ratcliffe 
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THE LAST MAN 

(By Joseph Rogers.) 



The l'arsie god has lost his heated breath; 

The Arctic fofOM take hi. life away; 
About Ma tin.. ii... the insignia of cold and death, 

Hm shadows aaat as night o'erconies the day. 

The clouds n<> more the want> of harvest tend; 

.\«. rapof mounts to greet the waning light; 
Olgaalc life, Iwtray'd, awaits the coming end, 

Ha silent rule of Arctic's endless night. 

The aurlaaia bapuf dlaporta i.y AM* bays, 

And paw. the useless crowns of human might, 
I'erchance to mock a roving sprite that strays, 

Diatraotad w here it in id a Oaooai'a right. 

The mind of man to inert the deadly cold, 

Davtaad 81—80 that gave his Ufa a lease; 

With chemicals he back the Arctic roll'd, 

l.ut Famine warrd, and gave no truce of peace. 

A man, the remnant of the human race, 

Picture* expiring life's dijected mien; 
The blasted hopes ot nations dull his face, 

A. reason moulds his thoughts upon the scene. 

"Where are the dead, the human dead ." he cries, 
U it he means the iee tields to reply, 

"And where the Haunted theory that implies, 
That mind survives when things of matter die." 

"No »"«'«»' mm'M minds direct the growth of life, 

Ol chain for use the Sampsons of the air; 
The spirit world allays his wonted strife, 

Ami Hits, a shadow, from his native lair." 

"The hopes that built the liberties of men, 
And tore the purple from despotic Wrong, 

No longer wells with praise the poet's pen; 
1'nfeeling Nature wails their funeral song." 

• I he acts that won the plaudits of a world 
Emboss, unsten, the cities of the Dead; 
No more are Ethics from the pulpits hurl'd, 
To help the moral leper's timid tread." 

"1 hail the rays of Sol's expiring tires, 

As Gods who lit the pathway for the Great; 

Who moral ills eonsuined on funeral pyres, 

And forged the laws that tased the human fate. 

"Once mighty loll thy warmth evolved all life, 

And gave to senseless matter conscious sight; 
Hut now thou falls, the Arctic death is rife, 

all in thoughtless solar night." 
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Wanted a »ta I wa rt man! 
The man who when ne knows the Right, 
The same pursues against all Might; 
The man who dares to stand alone 
For Conscience' sake wnen hope is gone 
Who dares to have a beaten path. 
And iive within the light he hath. 
Nor brinks to strike a deadly blow 
At error found in friend or foe: 

Tkla is the stalwart man. 



Wanted, an honest man! 
A man may live within the laws, 
Or \eape their grasp through flimsy flaws, 
Hut he who scorns an action mean, 
I- honest where he is not -een, 
Nor dare advance at other's cost. 
Counts all ill-gotten wealth as lost, 
XrVr grudges each his fullest due. 
Whose word as is hi 4 oath is true: 

This is the honest man. 

Wanted, a noble man! 
Not one who from a favour* d place 
( hums kindred with a worn-out race; 
W 'hose empty titles, ancient name, 
Are all his wealth, and all his fame, 
But one whose usefulness men s.-e. 
Though humble may his station be, 
For such will bless on every hand 
His friend, his home, his native land:. 

This is the noble man. 

Wanted, the broader man! 
Intrammelled by a narrow creed 
That loves to make it- doubters bleed; 
The man who learns from nature's plan 
That man should love his feilow-man; 
The man whose soul so deep anil true, 
Embraces all as brothers, too; 
The man whom none may buy with pelf. 
The man Q>lhr0tOd from himself: 

Such la the needed man. 

LOOKING FORWARD. 

The door i> closed on past mistakes, 

Not backward will we glance. 
Hut forward go with firmer faith, 

That will each day < 



We'll look with love on all 

For all to u-> are kin; 
Will lend 1 hand to those who need, 

And so have p. ace within. 



IMMORTALITY. 



A toy which people cry for. 

Dispute, contend, and^hf for, 
And if allowed 
Would be right proud 

Eternally to die for. 
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Current Comment on Public Events I 



THE POWER OF PRAYER. 

LTnintontjoneHyj and prebeblj without 
thought on the lubjeet, prayer hee bMi Mb* 

jeeted to a rather -evce test iu the ( "in 
monwcalth ..I K. nt uck.\ and a- in all other 

tceta, u tailed. Could tin anticipated result 

have followed tlM news would have been 

■proad broedeaet and Jehovah amde om mmi 

tally on til Mick. 

The country know, that for the pa-t rJl 
wivki ah ftffoftl to Bitot a (nited State- 
Senator from Kentucky to meotod Bon. .lames 

15. MeCrca rv . ha- Bailed, and that ■ <leadlock 
ha- heen hanging OTOf thl Note of the .hunt 
A--e,nhly. The democrat- want to elect 
former QoTWDOf I. (.'. \\\ Boofchoni and the 
republicans de>ire the elect hm "> former GOT* 
mOff W. ( ». Ibadley. Boil al e e-ti>,iab!e 

gentlemen. a- far a- their respect ivc political 
a--ociatio,»- will admit, hut II BUtttFl now 
ft a nd neither can get elected. The republi- 
cans are iu a slight minority ;uid thoffO IN 
ju-t enough belligerent democrats to prevent 
Governor Hcckham from goHlni there. What 
the result of all this balh.tin- will be no OM 
■OOJM willin- to make a prediction but it 

has little to do With the iftOtll we de-ire to 

|0Mk upon. The tact remain- that several 
weeks balloting has failed to elect, and a- a 
court of led report Senator Walker, of CoT- 

in-toii. Introduced a reoomtion in ihat ennui 

l.i. that the loint AiMlblj be opened with 
praytfl tor once, which, being carried, Rev. 
J, I . Iboun, also of Covington, performed 
the ceremony. 

Prayer attracta but very little attention in 

theoi practical dav- and w In n politician- m 
sort thereto it i- a -lire -ign that 1 he sit 

aatioo ha- grows doonorato. Rev, Brown 

prayed. He prayed that the Joint A--eiubly 
would aglOO upon a -uitable man for th* 
Senate. In other word> h< made an appeal 
to the trrom oi grant that god would touch 
ihe heart- of the legiolatOTl prooenJ and can e 
them to do MMWtMag thej had not dOBi and 
-howed no di-po-ition to do. The OUtOOUU 
was that tie pie-- di-pat.he- made the same 
old announcement of no election. 

No better te-tf could have bee,, applied 

It was a supreme moment, ami a I nit ad 
State- Senator-hip hum-- in the l.nlanecf 
I'.eckham stood on DM side and Hradlev on 
the other, each secretly hoping that if the 
petition wa- hot h heard and heeded it would 
be granted in their fax or. The preacher 
made mention of no particular candidal- . he 
simply expected rOQUKl. The re-nit- were nil 
but one can readily imagine tlm breathless 
anxiety "xi-ting in the hearts of those two 
aspirants for the senatorial toga when they 



found god almighty wa- being made a p;irty 

to the itruggio, Having the power to eon* 

trol. would he control, ami upon which -ide 
wouid he throw hi- Influence, The awful mo- 
rn* nt came when the balloting OOnuncUMUd, 

it peeaed The egonj wni over. Qod had not 

interfered. iJeekham breathe. I easier and 
Bradley i- reported to have eaten a big dinner 

immediately following, Different teenlti 

might havo followed had the preacher in- 
jeeted a little ginger in hi- prayer, or. can it 
be powlbla that god did not want either of 
the candidate- in the Senate ami rcfu-ed to 
-l-ow Ins hand in the ronte-l ! In any event 

the prayer failed ami Rev. Brown ought to 

feel cheap over what he pmyed for and didn't 

get 



ON WITH THE DANCE. 

Wait) until trouble meets you on y<4ir 
own doorstep and you can better appreciat e 
what othOfl have had to Wieetlf with. Lib- 
eral journal- ha\e written, from time to time. 

ooneeming the religion- bueybodioi in other 
■eotioni of the oountry, eombining for the 
purpoee <»t" ferceoa their quaek noetnuni 

Upon the body toeinj ami politic, ami the 
I'.iade ha- joined in the throng of di-pufants 
and OOnilnenloUlH. It now happen- that we 
are to ha\c a light along similar lims right 
here iu Lexington am! while tin- load. U 
peetl to neennm a part in it. a- far as it in 
capable of -o doin-. Wl hope for victory. 
According to announcement there are tin. r 

prenehen in this eity who eepiia to give 
u- the indigo Bnndny about irhieh lire, Henry 

Ml forcefully wrote. The-e are Rev. 1. .1. 

spencer. Bey, Charloi Lee Beynoldi and Rev. 
E, Ik Mann. \\'e beUere they all belong 

to that ( ampbcilite denomination whiel, bni 
lUch a reputation for meddling with other 
people- bttOinOM. In any e\.,it. they, with 
the aid of SecretaiN Ton JohnOOB of the local 
Y. M. ( '. A., exped to -tart a eru-ade htving 
b»r its object. BOOOrding t<» the announcement 
made, to dose up ev.i\ atlra.tio,, that ha- 

been in the hai.it of opening on Bnadny, 
Including the gmeery itorem, 

It i. well that both sides now under-tand 

each other, but for information, Lexington 

has a number of moving picture -hows which 
have bee,, gMng religloui attraction* on 

Bnadny. The Peeeioe Piny, taken from 
OberarnergnnJ with the tinging oi Ihe Pehne.. 

bj Sullivan, and the Holy City, have consti- 
tuted theni attraction-. Nothing more or- 
thodox could be deeired bni the pnblk were 
expeeted to chip in i dime, or Ifteen cent-. 

the price ^>f admission, in order to -ee tin He 
thin--. As. a rule they huve heen well pa- 



tronized, and thi- ha- aroused the envy and 

jealousy oi the prreehera The-e dimes mu-t 
go into the ebnreh. The only way to mteh 
even i few of then li to oloee np theej place*, 
ol an, u renent, They oonetitute ■ rival buH- 
Ineea eonecra to the o h nr eh and the church 

mu-t here the money, to hell with the people. 
Appeal! have beet, made ,o the Mayor, but 
that oilicial being a practical man, as well 
as a religious man. ohj.ct- to * he interference 

ea long a- them place- of >ninienient are 

-hut out from public view ami do not consti- 
tute a lUleenOi within the meaning of the 
law. Ileceiving cold comfort) the pTO Q Oho n 
now re-olvc on war. If we are to have it, 
let it come, ami the jOOnOT the better for the 
< ml of it w ill be defeat for the churches end 
with that defeat a more open town on Sun- 
day will follow. Orthodox; repression can- 
not la-t lore//. When the people wake up to 
the si! nation ihe church will be down and 
out. 

Imagine three nun of the variety named 
reeking to control, rule, govern and dictate 
to the people. If the people did not want 
the-e attraction- they would rtfttOI t«» pat- 
ronize them. The very fact they are well 
and liberally patronized. while numberless 

raenni rente appear in the churches i. prima 

t o ie evidence that the people desire these 

■mnntraente more than they deetre the ohnreh, 

Beynoldi tad Mann are practically new coin 
crs in Lexington. They have no property 
Intereetl and being itinerant- they have no 
regard for the material welfare of the pco 
pie. Spencer doOl own pro|>erty but nil & 
sire to be "heard from" ha- led him into co- 
biciding with the other two. S.cetary John* 
-on ha- hi- -alary to earn but let him seek 

to i this blue Sundav on the city and he 

will find his institution lo-ing in membership. 

Take erarning, gentlemen. Lexingtofei doe« 

i o, tear the ieeOi and when it is all over, 

the ohnreh had beet look out for it-elf. 



WHY IS IT SO? 

om- can readily underlie nd that as be- 
tween politics ami religion the grand, old 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, the BhM (irass 
State, known far and wide and whoot prai-cs 
are Ming in all lands, i* in -omething hotter 
than tepid water, but the Blade DUO a supreme 
OOhnuenee in the liberality of her people to 
present a„\ -mh di a-ter befalling. Why is 
it thai men will seek to foi-t pe,-o„al feel- 
ing upon comniunit ie- ' I- not th. welfare 
of the majority oi a higher consideration 

than the pe,-o,,ai aggrandioowent of the lew t 

BaeanH a man ha- been put in a pulpit that 
doe- not imply any undue authority repo-cd 
in his hands. IWau>c a man ha- been elected 
to public oAoi it doe- not mean that the peo- 
ple are -ubj.ct unto him and his personal 
whim-. One] religion- lyetemi both maim 
and p«us<,n human life. Tyrant poUtieaJ sy*- 

tem- breed annrehy ami revolution. Men can- 
not think or breathe, work no, love at their 
be-t becau-e of the accursed, contemptible 
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convent iona lit ies by which prutlliri and pol- 

ritonnt would lunound thorn. Humanity om 

not bt happ\ while entangled in the meshes 

of MptrttHien ami projnditt wntroii they 

wallow and trample nj»«>ii each ether. To be 
free we must cut the net and get loose. Men 
an<l women are of higher consideration than 
piMKt <>r politicians, or both. Hut why 
should this M lot In a few year* and we 
shall he with the How. is of last summer, 
with last winter's snow -. We KM forced to 

tight for the kmaki and si„.iu while the boon- 
tiful pt f oo n try ol \a t ure pnt m us aimo-t 

unheeded. The fruits ,,f knowledge fall un- 
packed ;ind remain unyat her-d. The true 
glory of manhood and womanhood fades above 
our very heads, and fools wrangle over the 
petty tyrannies tlmy would ImpOM upon man- 
kind to gmttfj i lordkl and mMm ambition. 

Change it. my brother-, and rJttOfO, The power 
lies in )ro||j hand-. Work while ye have ye» 
the strength, lb-main idle and the OpportttB- 
11 J mn\ n be gone. 



WORKING IN HARNESS. 

Hum and religion play well their part and. 
working in concert, are apt to run to mii 
chief. Hum and region, with Romanism 
added to the combina t ion. cost James (J. 
Maine the presidency in 1884, but what it 
*4s expected to do for Oklahoma, with 
Honianisni loft out. i-'nt a corker compared 

with poevkmi oftortt. if Oklahoma could got 

rid of religion she might U* induced to make 
a personal -aerilice of tlie other, but if re- 
ligion be kept, maintained, tolerated and given 
half a chance, rum heroine- indi-pensiblc as 
a eountei irritant. 

We are roUiOblj informed that one J. W. 
S. Hitler, of Frederick, in the new state, is 
a very religious num. OOnitMlog himself to 
be a Christian, and that his extreme piety has 
led him to apply for the official position as 
Dispenser of Liquors in Tillman County. His 

. sole claim to the oflice i- based upon the fact 
of his being a Christian. He a runes that he 
believes it would be better for th.' community 
to have a Christ i;m performing the duties of 
handing out liquor to thirsty individual**. 
th:in to have a mm Christ ian. Of course. 
Mr. Higler docs not OfOpOM to confer the val- 
uable service for nothing. Bt does not pro- 
pose to -ervc without the salary attachment, 
and until he does, he n.u-t imt expect that 
his plea will be taken as sincere. Hut why 
should it be essential that the job go to a 
Christian:' Does Mr. Higler possess a greater 
knowledge and a. wider experience of the 
flavor and efTect of the different brands of 
cornjuice than a non ( hri-tian would have? 
If that is true he ought not to remain in 
the "wild ond wooly Wot" for here, in old 
Kentucky, where nun bottle the dews that 
fall upon the mountain tops there would he 
abundant demand for his services and we 
would advise him to come hither. Kentucky 

needs just such a man. Oklahoma doesn't. 

Upon the theory, however, that liquor produces 



drunkenness, and drunkenncs- being a sin 
again-t god and the pennltx |Q -evere. how 
would Mr. Plglor dare to face St. Peter after 
a few yens experience in iucb an oflice. 
Dooi it not look as if tie- ( In Mian plea is 
a monstrous fake, used only for effect, an.l 
that the job with the pay i- the sole desidera- 
tum irrespective of the consequences? 



THERE WERE GIANTS, ETC. 

Among the my-tic IBJgMtlOttl contained in 
the old testament i- that which ini imat e- 
that during bibilical dn\ s their were giants 
in the hind, meaning. h\ the lerin hind, the 
I »a it ifii hi r portion of the earth- -urfaee upon 
which the patriarchs and prophet- lixed and 
worked and died. The 1(017 of lack the 

tliantkilior tad it- jamSpMiUvL tale of Jack and 

tho Heanstalk, in both of which giant- of 
immense stature cut con-iderobk of I IfUTt, 
OOnotlttttt a charm and delight to the in 
fantile mind ami we ON ju-t ilied in the a- 
sumption that the biblical declaration of 
-.iant- being in the land was made for the 
Uki of the hnpfOOojnai it would create on 
the minds of a people in a -tat e of mental 
infancx . Men and women of -re. it pk/tiooJ 
>t length, of rugged mold, combined with 1:1 eat 
intellect 111 i^ hi be de-irabh upon the condition 
that their strength ami knowledge would be 
put to MMM BOO, but the gen -. al impression 
created by the supposition of giants i- that 
they make « ternal warfare U|x>n the ordinary 
mortal and oft indulge in cannabilistic of 
gies. Cmler -ueh conditions the giants would 
be neither desirable or desired. Some mimh 
seem to turn towards giontttWIi Wt ha\e it 
announced that a fornu r aiian-hi-tie exponent 
ha- MtobUthod a OOMftj in New Mexico for 
the production of men and women of gigan- 
tic -tatuie. Pre natal inlluence- for the con 
trol of Mi are being -tudied and e \ en h\ p 
noti-m is being resorted to in order to eon 
trol -ex production through pre natalisin. 
Dr. <.u-tav A. Caver, of New fork a n maim es 
the moOMOfll] experiment of bringing a male 
into the world whereas the mother de-ired I 

dofigktor. Bit method was hypaotltm 

Pre natal influences were well understood by 
the ancients ami we find that e\cu among 
the bible Tories a glimmering appears of what 
could bt produced by extramou- impressions 
being made upon the female, mind during 

pregnancy. Wt mi told tbol Jacob cheated 

his uncle. Laban, out Of a quantity of cat- 
tle by placing sticks and tMOM in the bottom 
of the drinking t rougli in order that an 
over abundance of striped OT mottled cattle 
might be produced and the rtOOfflt lUtt that 
dacob was eminently MMOMtful \>ide from 
the dew like notion of using deceit a - a means 
to prOtU the story offers a useful study. 

The lattst to come forward with a pre-natal 
fad i- one Irving fj. Emerick. of St. I.ouis, 
who .hums to be the father of innumerable 
progeny, but through n revelation from god 
he is able to control the production of Ml 
In support of his theory he claim, to have 



made a ittOOMtfttl pr<diciion of the sex of 
each of hi- ten children some months before 
they were born. He oftllt it a ipOfllal endow- 
ment from god and ha- put hi- ideas in book 
form which is said to find a ready sale. Of 
ctairse the pioiits are to go to the author 
and it is not made to appear that god i<* 
to |d a divvy. The man's tale about the 
prediction may be true but we all know that 
hi- elohHt for |Dd influences are a fake. 
Still, eredulou- folks will bite at the IMOI 
and it may happen in the OOUTM of a few 
month- Mr. Kmeiick may. not he OOMpoUod 
to rttf up tare- on a St. Look street ear 

for a Ihriag. 



SCORE ONE FOR ITALY. 

When Thonia- Haine wrote tho Agt of 

ftcf on lie dodkntod ii to the whok of the 

Aiu.-rican OOOfk and there wero but few 
who IMP Ml Md mat prlltlttl heritage. Lit - 
ciar\ failures, tho-e who write for gold ami 

find it not ha\e rooortcd to divine dodkotloi 

and expected to reaj. a rich harve-t. Word 
come- trom ltai> that (.abriele 1 )'Annun/.io, 
h.i- dodiOBtod a OOH drama to the Lord of the 
I fthrOTM and umh r thi- -ort of protection he 
hopes to make it a go. Judging from a de- 
-cription of it- principal feature- it tOOJd not 
OOVl been dedicated t « » a better cau-e. It 
is a fea-t of crinu', if one may indulge in 
such a description, for in it scores of girls 
are shot to de.u h and human Uungs are 
thrown, nude, to wild bOOOtt, < tiering a \cri 
table -atuinaiia of blood. 

Cmler such circum -tame- the dedication is 
appropriate ami when the play is pNntnttd 
to the public tho I. ord may hn»k on with 
rapture ami delight and allow his miml to 
go both to the lime when he ordered the 
thou-aml- of Midianit i-h women and chil- 
dren to bt butchered and cau-ed t he maidens 
to bt M/TOd ali\e in OTdtf to Mwffd his prie-t- 
an oppoifunit\ tu -ati fj their lu-t. The wild 
aniina, MOM niay recall the -he bear- that 
HUM <»ut of the wood-* and ate up forty 
little children pist for ha\ ing a little inno- 
cent fun with a bald headed pioph.t. Should 
the new play be capable of prc-cnting every 
known crime in the catalogue 1 he pOTMMMft 
to whom it i- dedicated Oil lind a parallel 
tnertfof in his own moid-. Mid to be divinely 
in-pired. Nothing could have DOM) more 
appropriate and one WMul infer that the 

ftttlhOf had 01 \e to bntinOlt when he made 

the dodMMfcM and another on tin- tine irony 
contain, d in the dedication. The author i- 
accredited with MO* a literary failure ami 
w„ may be ju-tilied in as-uming that his 
dedication of thi- new play was designed for 
profit. It ma\ MM00d< To conned deity 
with crime i- calculated to bring in the cash. 
The moral to bo pointed is that for any 
useful. iM'iieticent production to be dedicated 
to the people, like the Age of Hea on. biings 
only comh innat ion from the orthodox. l\>r 
tia\ dime and connect deity with it and you 
strike a popular chord among the ultra-pious. 
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GOD AND HUMANITY. 



"We love hiui because he first 
loved ns." 

The revivalists' plea, the preacher 'l 
platitude, the hope of heaven, the sin- 
ner's salvation, and the church col- 
lection, all are built upon such an 

equivocal declaration. 

Ask any orthodox Christian, or any 
preacher; ask any congregation or 
appeal to any synod, why they should 
deem it nfiroaurr for man to bestow 
even a pretended love upon an imagi 
nary being, and their answer, uniform- 
ly, will be,— 

4 'We must love him because he first 
loved us." 

The presentation of such a plea 
affords an opportunity for debate in 
that man's love to god, real or assumed, 
is based upon the supposition that god 
first loved man. If this be true the 
investigating mind can turn to social 
conditions, to natural phenomena, to 
history and fact and by the exercise of 
very little reason the extent of god's 
love toward man may be accurately 
measured and determined. 



"We must love him because he first 
loved us." 

Hut in what way does god show his 
love for man } 

Is it by bringing man, as alleged, into 
a world of woe and Want, with more ol 
pain than genuine pleasure.' 

Is god's love manifested by placing 
favored ones in authority over others 
of his creatures who rule with tyrant 
hand / 

May god's love be found by the in- 
fliction upon mankind of religious and 
political systems fraught with envy, 
-reed arid a supreme selfishness which 
breeds murder in the blood and lust in 
the heart? 

It is no answer to say that these 
things are human, inventions and crea- 
tions wrought contrary to god's will 
because if there be a god lie is just as 
responsible lor the conditions as he is 
for those who created them. Assuming 
god he could have prevented these con- 
ditions but did not and this would infer 
malice and indifference. Even a god 
hat no right to thrust conditions upon 
his own creatures which he would ob- 
ject to facing himself. Nothing the 
gods can make could be too good for 
man but the long night of human his- 
tory, with is plague and pestilence, its 
war and famine, its corruption and 
crime, all enacted and wrought in the 
name of religion and through it, argues 
but very little love of god for man and 
if man's love to god is to be based 
upon such a claim then god is not en- 
titled to even a feeling of decent 
respect or toleration, much less our 
love. 

As the assumed author of nature the 
Christian can find no argument to 
justify such a proceeding. Organic life 
is but one vast slaughter house in which 
the strong prey upon the weak. Kach 
successful organism standing upon the 
corspe of his weaker antagonist is able 
to climb up another step in the great 
ladder of progress. Man preys upon 
his fellow man. Life, |p many, is a 
game of grab or get left The success 
fuJ man is he who can grab the moat. 
From this inequalities are produced. 
The highe* 1 some climb in *4he social 
scale the lower his fellows are thrust 
backward If this is god's plan then 
we are justified in denouncing him as 
a cruel, inhuman monster, who regards 
humanity, men and women, aye, and 
even little children, as mere puppets 
for his amusement and uses them to 
satisfy a grim, sardonic humor. 

The universe fails to reveal the exist- 
ence of a wise, beneficent, sentient 
power that is capable of making the 
slightest manifestations of love to the 
sentient beings of earth. It is not to 



be found in theology for the entire sys- 
tem is but a hideous dream, a long and 
terrible nightmare imposed upon the 
race by unscrupulous men. Love be- 
zels love, just as kindness will beget 
kindness, and the constant repetition of 
this claim of a love from god is used 
for the soul purpose of inculcating a 
love for the preachers who pretend to 
represent god. Humanity is natural. 
God is supernatural. We can only 
know and appreciate the natural. The 
love of god, if god there be, must be 
beyond the comprehension of men and 
women aiid yet they are requested to 
give a real, positive and substantial love 
for a mere shadow, an insubstantial 
Something which they can neither know 
or comprehend. The civil law requires 
a good consideration to make a con- 
tract valid and binding. In Other 
words there must be a consideration 
passing from one to another of the con- 
tract ing parties. The love of god 

offered by the preachers in considera- 
tion for the love of man is too indef- 
inite and ambiguous to admit of man 

entertaining the slightest thought of 

love in return therefor. 

"W love him because he first 
loved us." % 

The statement is untrue and (here IS 
not a preacher in the land who does nor 
know that to be a fact. Then just so 
long as they continue to preach such 
a doctrine so long will hypocrisy be 
connected with the church and its 
propaganda. 

.Man needs and demands the love of 
man. If then' is a god he neither needs 
it or is dependent upon it. If this love 
of god COUld be diverted into more 
human channels many of the glaring 
Inequalities and social injustices would 
speedily disappear. More beneficient 
I tws Would he enacted. IPuman life 
would become purer and happier. The 

church scheme has ever been to divert 

human love and affection in tin 1 wrong 
channel. The work of Freethought is 
to return those virtues where they 
belong. 



Friends! we cannot get all the letters 
we receive into the Blade's correspond- 
ence column. The showers of congrat- 
ulations that have poured in upon us 
necessitates the pruning knife which in 
this case is the editor's blue pencil, and 
if you And your contribution somewhat 
shortened, don't send in a kick. 



Our advice to Rev. Babcock is to go 
out unto the world and tell the truth 
as he has learned it even if he has to 
shame the orthodox devils in doing so. 



hil l in (jii —r , ;, - , ! , -„ . i u n ^lft- -j . i - f r -i » » >.>. ^ . l . i f l , >. n , 11 1 ^ u p i»l«. H « o ■ > a » ■ ■ • ■^ V*"* ' 
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FOR A PAINE CENTENNIAL. 

"Come let us reason together." 

The advice idd to bare been given 
by Paul is appropriate tor the occa- 
sion anggested by the caption of tail 
article. 

If there could he aught capable of 
bringing the Freethinker! of America 
together in one monster gathering, 
some deep sentiment that would touch 
and enthuse the hearts of all liberal 
minded men and women, it is in con- 
nection with the name and memory of 
Thomas Paine. 

Next year, or more accurately stated* 
in 1909 will come the one-hundred tli 
anniversary of the death of thai great 
revolutionary patriot and it is now pro 
poaed thai the Freethinkers of America 
gather en masse to oomraemmorate 

that event. 

Such a movement urns: not he under- 
taken unless it can be attended with 

that degree of perfect ineeeai it so 

richly deserves. To achieve that suc- 
cess the labor of preparing therefor 
must begin now! If put off until a 

later date the even*; may not prove 
sufficiently auspicious to make the de- 
aired impression upon the public mind. 
It' ever delay was a dangerous factor 

in a given undertaking, it will appear 

to be so in the present movement. 

^In another column of this issue 
will be found a communication from 
James B. Elliott, of Philadelphia, soo- 

rotary of the Paine Memorial and His- 
torical Association, which contains the 
anggeation that such i centennial be 

held and the Blade would direct 

special attention thereto as being of 

the utmost import a nee to Free: houirht . 
That Thomas Paine did enough for 
America, for her people, and tor both 
religious ami political liherty goes 
without question and it is fitting that 
the movement to arrange a centennial 
memorial to his name receive the un- 
qualified endorsement of all classes of 
people, irrespective of individual 
opinion, especially those who appreei 
ate the value of the services rendered 
by Paine. 

Without the slightest hesitation the 
Blade will extend the use of its col- 
umns to further such an enterprise and 
if urges a hearty co-operation upon the 
part of all Freethouirht and liberal 
publications in the countiy. It is a 
platform upon which all can stand, and 
the Paine banner is broad enough to 
embrace all within its protecting 
folds. There should be no great effort 
necessary to secure the one thousand 
members asked for. The muted sup- 
port of all can be tendered to such a 
movement. If the opportunity is per- 



mitted to pass without some sort of 
public demonstratK.n of the character 
HUggeated, it will not occur again for 
another century and we may live to 
regret any negieel at our hands, 
i irat, let u general committee be 

selected by the Paine Memorial As- 
sociation its own directors, or ex- 
ecutive officers eompoaing an import- 
ant pari thereof. That commit tee 
comd then organize iteeii and elect, or 
appoint, its working officers, Lis finance 

committees, and- prouram arrange- 
ments provided for, The general coin- 
in ttec could then agree upon a time 
and place for holding such a meeting 

and as soon as the program ean be 

prepared, let it be given as wide a pub- 
lication as possible. In the meantime 

no Liberal publication would deny the 
use n| its columns to promote the 
A.iemorial meeting and thus take an 
active pari in the propaganda work 
leading up to the desired i nd. With 
air the Freethought forces united on 

such a plan there can be no doubt of 

the ancoeas oi the undertaking. 

freethinkers! Now is the time to 
get together. Send in your names to 
Secretary Klliott as mem ben of the 
Association. Note his reference to the 

South and the extreme paucity of 
members from the Southern States. 
Come, friends, the eoutft] ifl liberal in 
her genera] trend. The South can 
boast a fair proportion of liberal mind- 
ed people m every state. Let us not 
stand aloof at such a season and a deaf 

ea r gh en to such an appeal. 

Do you love the memory of Thomas 
Paine? 

Then honor yourselves by honoring 
him. 

Pind strength and encouragement 
Prom his splendid life and his heroic 

efforts in behalf id' human liberty, lie 
Struck the hardest blows at both 

priestcraft and Idngeraft » f the eigh- 
teenth century. To him we owe con- 
siderable id" the religious and political 
freedom we now. enjoy. Bui for him 
American independence might still be 
a drvum and like Canada we might 
yel he yoked to the political power of 
Great Hritain. 
I*>r the purpose of this appeal to 

American Freethinkers it is not neces- 
sary to exploit his life's great achieve- 
ments. That has been recently done 
by others. While the thrill of patriot- 
ism and love is si ill COUraing in the 
blood, take heed of what is intended 
and get your names upon the muster 
roll of liberty's army. 

Write to Secretary Elliott. Give 
him your name and a promise of what 
you may be able to contribute to such 
a cause. At tke close of the meeting 



let a full report be made and given 
a. I due publicity and in this way we 

ean bestow this mark of esteem to the 

til in >ry of him who said, — 

^Where liberty is not, there is my 
country." 



THE GIFT OF TONGUES. 



Under the captious title of "Ton- 

gue-deluded missionaries u one, S. C. 
Todd, a returning missionary from the 
Chinese empire, denounces many of his 
co-laborers who have ventured into the 
Orient at o her people's expense under 

the assumption, or belief, that they had 
i " i n divinely favored w ith a "gift of 
tongues" which enabled them to start 
right in and preach the gospel to the 
heathen Chinese in their native lan- 
guage without any study thereof or 
any effort to learn it. This * 4 grift of 
tonirues" is now exposed as a delusion 
and a snare, so that it is made to re- 
semble the religious impulse in all its 
various aspects. Many believe they 

have ii when they have not. Many 

profess to believe they have it when 
they know full well they have not. 

Answer is made that Todd is anxious 
to restrict the missionary effort and 
support to a Favored few. In other 
words, it is charged that he simply de- 
sires io establish an exclusive set of 
missionaries and that none other 
should receive mission funds from 
home to cany on the work. In any 
event ho is especially severe on the 
"gift of tongue" olaima and when he 
exposes the fallacies exist bur in such 

claims he ii but undermining the main 

pinps of Christianity for it is especial- 
ly taught that they shall go out and 
preach the gospel and that the Holy 
< ih. .st. w ill supply them with the power 

to preach with "new tongues. 9 ' 

It is probable that Mr. Todd places 
but little faith in the new testament 

rtoetrine concerning this "new tongue" 

power and it is certain that from the 

experieneea hi- relates he has no belief 

whatever in the attempt to practice it 
for he reports them all to be the most 
abject failures. 



Success is measured by what one 
does. Bo) by what is promised. Po- 
litical parties live altogether on prom- 
is. s. The value of Prec thought arises 
from the work it lias done in the 
emancipation of the human mind. It 
has broken the mental fatten remover 
the shackles, and this is what is known 

as auecess, 

The Blade is gratified with the re- 
ception it is now receiving. Don't 
allow the good WOlh to lag. 
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A VISION OF HEAVEN. 



God the father, god the hoo and god 
the nolj ghost, bleated Lrinity, three 
in out and one in three. 

We have leeu then ad. 

( »n a recent Sunday the editor oi 
the Blade witiiessed a reproduction of 
what is known as the passion play at 

a moving picture show and for crass 

materialism, a religion! scheme built 
upon abeurditv ami barbaric eoncep 
.mn, we were furnished with an Abun- 
dance of evidence. Kvery feature con- 
nected with the entertainment pointed 
most conclusively to the fact that In- 
yertolJ spoke I truth when lie said that 
an "honest god was the nobles work 
of man." This Implies that all gods 
are man made products and must be 
materia] beings, 
God the lath, r wai r presented es 

an old man. almos. dterep.t with Age, 

baring a long, flowing white beard, 
long white hair ami wearing a blue, 
loose gown. God the son we saw grow 
up from infancy tO mature manhood 
in the space of I few minims, raise .he 

dead, heal the sick, end then got killed 
himself. God the holy ghost, which 

is reported AS descending like a dove, 

Appeared to resemble i bat, or an owl, 

more than a dove, and taken altogether 
the play, as presented, should be 
enough to fill every spectator with i 

wholesome and las.ing disgust for 
everything connected with the name of 
Christianity or the system of religion 
that passes under its sanction. The 

whole proceeding appeared in the na- 
ture of a pantomime and was suffici- 
ent to impress the thought that the al- 
leged incidents in Xazarelh, Jerusa- 
lem, and on the (Jalilean lakes, are 
mere fictions of ignorance, born in the 
brain of scheming stupidity. 

When one considers the fact that the 
presentation of the pljuy was given 

with a view of pandering to a depraved 
and superstitious taste, of catering to 

what is generally supposed to be tin; 

popular opinion concerning religion, 

the wonder becomes more intense why 

such a performance should no! <'ast 
discredit upon* the entire system. The 

artificial pocingS of men ami women, 
the grand stand plays, the wonderful 
climaxes of farce and tragedy, the 
heedless shedding of blood. the 
schemes , plots and intrigues, the 
frauds and deceptions, a11 portrayed 

creates disgust instead of approbation 
and the cause of humanity is neglected 

by a pandering to such morbid tastes. 
On the other hand, if there be AUghl in 
the religioui sentiment, it is not ma- 
terially aided by such productions, 

What impressed us most was the 
representation of heaven, and admit- 
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tedly the Christian eoneept. In the 
cuter of the scene Appeared a table 
At one end sat the old mandike being 
that Stood for god the father. About 
the table, at either end stood a group 

of beings, men, women and chddren 
carrying harps, horns- and trumpets, 
Upon which they were supposed to be 

playing. At the immediate end of the 

table, to the left, stood a vacant shair 
When the ascent on took place. Jesus, 
in tile body, got inside a cloud eirele 
and rose upward until he landed on 
U rra firm;;, above, and immediately 
took the vacant seat. The bat. sup- 
posed to represent the holy irhost. 
roosted on the table, and immediately 
we thought of Poe's Raven! Even such 

a barbaric eonception of the life to 
COtne, more crude than the happy 
bunting grounds of the Ameriean 
Indian, excited contempt instead of 
sympathy and at once the idea ATOM 
that men and Women must be mentally 
unbalanced to accept am] believe in 
such a scheme of things. 

If that is heaven we do not hesitate 
to AAy, right now. tha! we don't want 
it. If there is a scat held in reserve for 
our use we surrender nil claim upon it\ 
If that is the manner in which we AM 
expected to spend eternity on account 
of orthodox Christianity we decline the 

invitation* Rather, yea. a thousand 
times rather, the ever dreamless sleep 

of an eternal non-ex ist ence. than a 
participant in such ;) monstrous farce. 
And yet, this is religion. Every 

system that has encumbered the earth 

with its presence point to such an 
ultimate for mankind. It is unworthy 
the efflortsi insisted upon to attain it. 
The game i* not worth] the candle, 
If we are ever to enjoy heaven, real 
or fancied, let it be here while our 
loved ones are with us. while we know 
them as they are and can realize the 
blessed happiness they can bring. 

NO NEED FOR A CRUTCH. 

14 Christianity is the divine crutch of 

humanity. M 

The above statement is attributed to 

Rev, I. J. Spencer, pastor of the Cen- 
tral Christian Church, of T^exington, 
being a portion of a printed report of 

a sermon delivered by him. The report 
consisted of about two columns of 
reading matter and owing to its length 

it' is fair to assume that it was pre 
pared by Mr. Spencer, himself, and by 

him delivered to the press for publi- 
cation. Under such conditions the 
Blade is willing to accept the quotation 

authentic. 

"Christianity is the divine crutch 
of humanity." 
The idea is fatal to the religious 



concept, I. supposes humanity to con- 
sist of an aggregation ot mental and 
moral cripples to whom a support of 

some kind is absolutely necessary, that 
support being furnished by the preach- 
ers who are so superior that they can 
gel aUmg Without it. When it comes to 
men al and moral Strength human 
giants are to be found on the outside 

ot' the churches, removed from its in- 
fluence, and free from the repressive 
gloom of orthodoxyj while the weak- 
lings are in the pews ready to listen to 

and accept just such erroneous notions 
.is the one presented above. 

There can be no question of the fact 
that the dogmatic assumptions of the 

clergy, of all denominations, has been 

fecund mother of doubt. By as- 
suming to know too much of the pri- 
vate plans of the deity, by pretending 
to have Special means of communica- 
tion wi h him, by demanding too ab- 
ject an obedience to ehurch fiats, by 
attempting to stifle honest inquiry and 
t<» icel the lips of living scholars with 

the dicll of dead scholastics, by stand- 
ing ever ready to brand as blasphemers 
all who presume to differ or dare tfo 
questit n. the clergy have driven thous- 
ands of honest men and women from 
the ehurehes, induced independent 
thought, and from these faults have 
grown the great army of Liberals. 
This army is more stupendous than the 
church is willing to admit, and it must 
now sake particular notice that not 
SVCry man and woman who differs and 

disagrees proclaims it from the house- 
tops. Even with many ehurch people, 
policy is the distinguishing character- 
istic of the age. 

"Christianity is the divine crutch of 

humanity." 

Then it becomes the bounden duty of 
all Freethinkers to demonstrate to hu- 
manity that it has no further need for 
such a support. Men and women who 

know ami practice self-reliance are 

able to realize how weak such a claim 
aan be. Kew doubters there are who 
may yield a passive assent to the pre- 
valent, orthodoxy, but such doctrines 
from a modern pulpit are apt. to com- 
pel even the earnest believer to enact 
the role of Peter under compulsion. 
It is a well known truth that a de- 
praved appetite, whether mental or 
physical, seeks ever a stronger stimu- 
lant, and the depravity arising out of 
SUCh a moribund view of human life, 
renders some sort of a stimulant nec- 
essary to the mentally weak, but these 
are not to be classified under the 
generic term of humanity. Such men 
as Rev. Spencer continue to devote 
th. ir energies 1o the propagation of a 
religious system, which Keason. that 
pitiless monarch of the mind, tells us 
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must inevitably pass ;is did those of 
Isis and Bel, Leaving In the earth's all* 

absorl)in»r bosom only a few shattered 

altan and broken Canes. The church- 
men rant and pray and encourage that 

system which divides humanity \\\U> 
elassei industrial and letl social, giv- 

ing Pride free rein to rannl herself, 

well knowing that the hour will surely 
come when science aye, or the deity 
they so humbly worship, will he unable 
to distinguish between the prince 'i 

ashes and the pauper's dust. 

"Christianity is t'he divine cruth of 

humanity. " 

Then is it not meet that we throw 
away the crutch and learn to stand 
ered in the glory of intellectual man- 
hood and womanhood I The old copy 
hook told us that 1 4 knowledge is 

power" but the knowledge that human 
labor is the creator of all wealth has 

no; enabled the laborer t<> help himself 

out of the hole into which such teach- 
ings have placed him. 

Christianity and humanity have dif- 
ferent ideals of manhood. The ideal 
man of the Christian creed, he who 
needs the "divine crutch" is such a 
one who was SCOUTged, washed in vine- 

gar, spat upon, hooted at, hung up be- 
twecn two crucified criminals. The es 

sciic of human despair is pictured in 

such a thought Turning to tine other 

ideal we see a man. brave and free. 
Standing erect in the consciousness of 

his own majesty, self-reliant, Indepen- 
dent, willing to work for the better- 
ment of earth and the uplifting of the 
race, making mankind glad with his 

Labor tod the earth beautiful with his 

own skill. Here are the two ideals in 

sharp contrast. The former degrades 

and demoralizes. The latter uplifts 

and ennobles. 

"Christianity is the divine crutch of 
humanity." 

Get rid of it ami that as speedily 
as possible. We do not need it. Hu- 
manity needs no crutch. Humanity 
scorns the charge Of mental and moral 
inferiority. Throw the crutch away, 
bury it. and learn to walk alone. 



BIBLE QUOTATION. 

One of the Blade's recent correspond- 
ents presented a picture of human 
conditions, while not' unusual, consti- 
tute reasons sufficient for serious con- 
sideration. He pointed to the use of 
bible quotations in law courls during 
criminal trials, and the sudden con 
Version from infidelity to miracle and 
myth from which afTIuence ami wealth 

followed* The correspondent personal- 
ly requested that his name he withheld 
from puhlication if the letter should 
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be used, on the ground lhat. if it be- 
came Known in the community in 
winch he lived that he had written 
SUeh a idler and made BUCh a comment 
Upon the oivhodox religion, he would 

simply in- subjected to a "BOYOOT ' 

in tile practice oi his profess OIL 

"1 is l rue. l is pity, an I pity t 'is. 

t is true.' 1 

So wrote the old philosopher and so 

declares the Blade, it is indeed a pity 
t hat honest i bought must be st ifled and 
bonesl sen uncut, suppressed because 
oi the sinister weapon employed by the 
faithful in JeaUS to impel reverence for 

their superstition. Christianity can no 
Longer kill or torture the body, hut it 

relies upon torturing the mind. De- 
prive a man of the right to live and 
you make him the most abject slave. 

in such eoiiiniunii it s where tic ortho- 
dox are in numbers sufficient to control 
public sitairSj the social and business 
boycott is a ready, willing and effective 
w eapon. Hundreds have quailed be- 

(ore it and hundreds have fallen he- 
neat h the burden imposed upon them, 
li is an argument based Upon force 

where numbers cooperate to crush out 
one or compel a passue and subm ssive 
aequiseenee. Because of this syste- 
matic WTOng-doillg thousands have pre 
ferred the silver Ol silence to the 

golden eloquence, The) have prefer- 
red to extract the best an 1 say nothing. 

There is, however, much to be said 
upon the use of biblical quotation in 
public speech, Every plotting dema- 
gogue and politician hope to strike a 
popular chord by some reference t«> the 
bible, li is only in backwoods com- 
munities where the biblical quotation 
[fads rogue today. In the more en- 
lightened centers* there is a marked 
disuse of scriptural quotation in pub- 
lic oratory, which may arise from the 

fad that in all such centers the bible 
is SO little read or thought about. Not 
so many years ago one could dud bible 

references in the daily Congressional 
Journal in giving the speeches and ar- 
guments of members. Today these 
quotations are lacking and the practi- 
cal statesman, meaning thereby one 

who believes in duty rather than play- 
ing to public sentiment or passion, DO 
inoie thinks of quoting the bible than 
he does to quote from Horace or Yir- 
giL or any of the classics. 

The one man who, above all others, 

indulges in ofl and repeated biblical 
quotation, while making public speech- 
es, is William .1. Bryan, and while the 
Blade fan admire his genius as a polit- 
ical leader, respSCt him for his fearless 
adVOCacy Of what he believes to be 
right, it views with contempt his con- 
tinued use of orthodox phraseology 



11 

ami so-called religious expressions, 
which we are compelled to construe as 

an atti nipt to cater to the prurient 

religious prejudices of a considerable 
portion of the American people. Such 
quotation is not necosssry in Bryan's 
case. Esther his political loetrines are 
right or they are wronir. If they are 
r -ht, the quoting of the bible gives 
them no additional strength. If they 
arc wronir the bible does not mend 

them. With the advancing intelligence 

of the people simplicity is made the 
order of the day s,> far as all public 
oratory is concerned. This was the 

secret of [ngersoll's great success on 

the platform. His monosyllabic 

phrases and figures of speech brought 

him in ready rapfort with his audi- 
ences. The bible is unnecessary as an 
apparatus to enrich and ornament 
eloquence. The old tricks are dis- 
pensed with and at best the use of bib- 
lical quotation can only be regarded as 

an affection of a culture that did not 
exist. 

In each of the directions herein re- 
ferred to the religious sentiment is 

used for the breeding of hypoeraey. 
Sure sign of inherent weakness. Cus 

tommay be responsible for much that 
undesirable but when religion can be 
used to administer punishment upon a 
man because of his inability to believe 
and accept, and used with willing 
heart, and when bibb- quotation can be 

used as a refuge again t punishment 

for crime, it is tim that both religion 
and bible were compelled to permanent 
retirement and saner methods in- 
stalled. 



Reading a complimentary reproduc- 
tion of the approving comment made 
concerning the Wage slave, published 
at Hancock, Michigan, and edited by 
A. M. stirton, by the Blade some weeks 

ago, that fearless advoeate of economic 

liberty compliments the Blade in the 
following:— 

••Our esteemed contemporary, the 
Blue Gtrass Blade, a Preethoughl week- 
ly, published in Lexington, Ky., is 
Just out iii Magazine form. The Blade 
is a stalwart setter forth of neglected 
truths, and we earnestly commend it to 

our readers. 

The Blade has always been a hard 

hitter, and its pungent Bditorlals are 

a delight to read. 

It. will be doubly attractive in its 

new dress. 

e e e e 

According to religions custom god is 

not acceptable until SOTOfl priest or 
preacher has given him an endorse- 
ment. 



12 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



PROPOSED PAINE CENTENARY. 



Suggestion That Freethinkers Hold National 
Meeting in Honor of That Patriot And 
Revolutionary Hero. 



(By James B. Elliott, Secretary.) 
I congratulate you upon the new 
dres of the Biade and hope it will 
be kept sharp so that it can cut down 
the weeds of superstition— that you miy be 
able to maintain the high standard of Mr. 
Chas. Moore. 1 enclose the programme of our 
Paine Celebration in this city-you will ob- 
serve that our speakers have treated this 
many sided man as— an economist, philoso- 
pher, diplomat and inventor. Mr. J. OL Hannon 
took his text from Daniel Webster's speech 
as council for the heirs of Stephen Girard, 
in which he stated that Girard was inspired 
by the Age of Reason, to found his College. 
This *pe» ch was published by the American 
Tract Society, 1844. As an antidote for In- 
fidelity — and to show trie pernicious inlluence 
upon Christian Carity— of the works of 
Thomas Paine. 

The Blade has issued a Paine Number. 
Next year will be the centeniary of Paines' 
Death, and the Paine Memorial Association 
wishes to have special Commemorative Ser- 
vices, which will require at lea<t in the 
United States, 1000 members, and if the Blade 
and the other papers go to work now we may 
secure that number. At present Kentucky 
and many Southern States are not repre- 
sented on our list as members.— You will ob- 
serve that our programme contains the very 
rare portrait of Thomas Paine painted by 
J. W. Jarvis in 1905, when Paine resided with 
him— also another portrait— and to make it 
especially interesting to Blade readers who are 
interested in Paine— We will send the pro- 
gramme and a blank certificate membership 
—Containing the portrait of Paine presented 
to Independence Hall after a 16 year fight 
with pious bigots. 

We will send both of the souvenirs for 
25 cents while they last. We will have but 
a few left. 

1 he City of Toronto ha< a Chas. Dickens 
A>-<»i iation with a 1000 members. Where are 
all the lovers of Thomas Paine? 

No mention of Paines name was made at 
the St. Louis Convention — Yet it was Thomas 
Paine that recommended the purchase of the 
Louisana Territory to President Jefferson. 



Miracles come when they are needed 
They come not of fraud, but they come of 
an Impassioned credulity which creates 
what it is determined to find. Given an en 
thusiastlc desire that God should miraculous- 
ly manifest himself, the religious imagina- 
tion is never at a loss for facts to prove that 
he has done so; and in proportion to the 
magnitude of the Interests at stake is the 
scale of the miraculous interposition.— J. A. 
Froude. 



CHALLENGE TO ORTHODOXY. 

Truth More Preferable Than Theory— De- 
fends Position of Mrs. Blivens. 

(By Win. 11. Com 
Having ju t read Susan J. Peek's reply to 
Edia Mowry Blivens' "What is a Material- 
ist" it has amused me. 1 like her style of 
argument. yet >he does not prow anything. 
I lie only thing pi <>\ en i-> that P. does not 

undsrstaad B, B. afllrau the mmI dies with 

the bodjr. The Materialist thinks the Brain 
il the Soul and that death levels all. The 
Brain, this grand power to think that causts 
the l)ody to act, is the lever, the mainspring 
of the whole oody. Destroy this and you 
destroy the whole system. DwtlOJf this and 
Man is an idiot and incapable of a serious 
thought. 

\N hile 1 am penning thise few lines my 
mind flickers about over the country. I can 
imagine myself in Cincinnati, Cleveland or St. 
l.ouK and can vividly see things which I 
h.i\e HH iii those eities in former times, 
and yet, 1 know 1 am right here at my home 
and desk. It is this grand mental suprem- 
Mj of all understanding, this "Cray Matter" 
whi.h the Materialist considers the Soul. 
He has no spirit mixed with it for he does 
not believe there Li any such thing, and 
whin the l>ody dies, this Gray Miatter, this 
great power to think, this greatest and most 
sublime part of the human body — Dies. 

What evidence have we on the face of the 
earth that this is not the truth? I there- 
fore challenge any man Of woman in the world 
to prove by and tnrough absolute demonstra- 
tion Unit the Materialist Idea of Death is 
wrong, and that the Christian theory pi 
Life, after death, is a positive fact. Death 
is sure and certain. But life after death is 
only theory. Therefore give me one grain of 
absolute truth to a whole world of theory. 



HONOR TO AN AGED FREETHINKER. 



Descriptive Report of the Anniversary Cele- 
bration Given to Silas Rockwell by 
Hit Friends on His 92d Birthday. 



(By Josephine K. Henry.) 
The interesting and impressive celebra 
tion of the 92d birthday of the venerable 
and honored Freethinker, Mr. Silas Rock 
well, of Covington, Ky., took place at his 
residence on Garrard avenue, on Sunday, 
January 26, 1908. The occasion will ever 
be a happy memory to all who attended. 
Troops of friends gathered to offer their 
congratulations and best wishes to the old- 
est and one of the most valued citizens of 
Covington, and all felt grateful that he had 
lived and labored among them, and was yet 
a living example of mental integrity and 
moral worth. Fine music enlivened the oc 
casion, a tempting lunch was served, and the 



many verbal and written congratulations 
and those sent by wire to the host attest the 
estimation in which Mr. Rockwell is held by 
a legion of friends, who recognize the moral 
dignity of his character and his sterling 
qualities and usefulness as a citizen. Among 
the many congratulations the following lines 
were sent by the writer. 

To Mr. Silas Rockwell, on his 92d birthday. 

In our daily walk through this work a day 
world, 

We sometimes meet with a man, 
Who brings hope and courage to human 
hearts, 

And helps on the way all he can. 

And such a man is Silas Rockwell, 

Noble, honest and true, 
He wears this badge of nobility 

The day he is 92. 

He has not had time for the gods and the 
ghosts, 

And the mythical creed of the priest, 
He has been too busy with the duties of life, 
And bringing the captives release. 

He has not had time for dogmas and creeds, 
He's been chasing away human fears, 

He has not had time to worship god, 
He's been drying human tears. 

And may he live ninety-two thousand years, 
To help those on life's weary way, 

And play a grand role In the drama of life, 
In the world s spectacular play. 

So Silas R. we greet you, dear friend, 

With gratitude and a smile. 
For this world is a bloomin' lot brighter, 

Because you've been in It awhile. 



THE CRYPTIC CIPHER 



Criticism of the Theory Advanced by Rev. 
Laudenberger on the Gospels. 



(By F. B. Hall). 

I!« v. L. G. Laudenberger, of St. Louis, Mo., 
in his letter in the Truth Seeker of February 
Kth, informs us that the gospels are written 
in a kind of cryptic cipher, a holy trinity 
style which men with brains fail to under- 
stand. This exegetical exponent of divine 
mysteries fails to explain how learned men 
can make a key for the solution of the ci- 
pher, or how the first man ever solved it. 
All he has to say is this: "Launch out into 
the deep and ye shall find.' Poetical enough, 
but another cipher, worse than the first, to 
explain the direful mystery. 

Speaking of John E. Remsburg J s criticisms 
of the Gospels, ho says, "From the stand- 
point whieh he takes, the merely historical 
and literal, it cannot be gainsaid that there 
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are many contradictions and discrepancies. 
In the UgM of the spiritual (cirmer) meaning 
of the gospels there are no contradictions, 
but there bi | most neautiful harmony." One 
ha* to ibstroy his conscience mind, and do his 
thinking with his Mbeoatdottl or solar plexus 
to understand such twaddle. 

This quotation, if tine, proven "that god 
moves in a mysterious way. his wonders to 
perform" and we know he put "lying spirits 
into the mouths of his prophets that Ahab 
Bight be damned." 

Query, why did n«>t these eiph< r exegetists 
find, or know about this cipher centuries, or 
fifty years ago? Perhaps then it was not 
as necessary as now to have a loop hole of 
escape front the flercq onslaughts of the 
advancing forces of Froct nought, which with 
rapid firing and long ramie guns are making 
the old position of the apologist, untenable. 
"Jesus came to save that which was lost" and 
then had his message recorded in cipher, so 
that for 1900 years, his object was unknown, 
unsolved, and then the phenomenal neer-m. 
aneer appeared, dieted in cb rical garb, and 
solves the cipher. 

Think of the billions of souls today writh- 
ing in hell, through no fault or act of their 
own, simply because of a cipher record. What 
a libel on God or any holy trinity, this 
dernier resort is. 

WHO ARE THE BLASPHEMERS? 

The Real Offenders Are They Who Believe 
In Deity and Insist Upon Blackening 
His Character. 

(By G. W. Foote.) 
Atheists are often charged with blasphemy, 
but it i-» a crime they cannot commit. God 
is to them merely a word, expressing all 
sorts of ideas, and not a person. It is, prop- 
erely speaking, a general term, which in- 
cludes all that there is in common among 
the various deities of the world. The idea 
of the supernatural embodies itself in a 
thousand ways. Truth is always simple and 
the same, but error is infinitely diverse. 
Jupiter, Jehovah, and Mumbo-Jumho are a 'ike 
creations of human fancy, the products of 
ignorance and wonder. Which is the God is 
not yet settled. Wh « i the s.-ets hrve .:. 
cided this point, the question may take a 
fresh turn; but until then god must hi con 
sidered as a generic term, like tree or horse 
or man; with ju^t this difference, however, 
that while the words tree, horse, and man 
express the general qualities of visible ob 
jects. the word god expresses only the im 
agined qualities of something that nobody has 
ever seen. 

When the Atehist examines, denounces, 
or satirises the gods, he is not only dealing 
with persons but with ideas. He is incapable 
of insulting Cod, for he does not admit tlu» 
existence of any such being. 

Ideas of god may be good or bad. beauti- 



ful of ugly; and according as he finds them 
the Atheist treats them. If we lived in 
Turkey. W9 ifcotlld deal with the god of the 
Koran; but as we live in England, we dtol 
with the god of the Bible. We speak of that 
god M a being, ju4 for convenience sake, and 
not from conviction. At bottom, we admit 
nothing but the mass of contradictory notions 
l et ween Genesis and Revelation. We attack 
not a person but a belief, not a being hot 
an idea, not a fact but a fancy. 

Lorl Brougham long ago pointed out, in 
bin l ife ot Voltaire, that the grcnt French 
borotie was not guilty of blasphemy, as bis 
enemies alleged; since he had no belief in 
the actual existence of the god he dissected, 
analyzed, and laughed at. Mr. Raskin \ery 
eloquently defends Byron from the same 
eboigO. In Cain and ilsewhere, the great Duct 
does not i in | mm eh (Jod; he merely impeaches 
the orthodox creed. We may sum up the 
whole matter briefly. No man satirises '.he 
God he boHovtt in, and no man believes in 
I ii" < 1 he W • iiises. 

We shall not, therefore, l>e deterred b\ the 
cry of "blasphemy ! " which is exactly what 
the .lewi h priests shouted against J sus 
Christ. And as it is better, in the words of 
Plutarch, to have no notiou of the gods than 
to lave lotions w.iici uisiem i" them, we are 
satisfied that the Lord (if he isi*' will 
never burn us in hell for denviug i few lies 
told in his name. 

The ical blasphemers ar thos_* svlm boliOYf 
in God and I'ncken his character; who ere. Ft 
bun with le * krowledge thai 1 child, and Vs 
intelligence than an idiot; who make him 
quibble, deceive and lie; who represent him 
as indecent, cruel, and revengeful; who ghn 
him the heart of a savage and the brain of 
a fool. These are the blasphemers. 

When the priests steps between hu-l»aml 
and wife, with the name of God M his lips 
he blasphemes. When, in the name of God. 
he OpfKMOi freed ».n of thought and liberty of 
eun-eience, he blasphemes. When, in the 
name of (Jod, he robs, tortures, and kills those 
who differ from him, he blasphemes. Wh n, 
in the name of God, he opposes the equal 
rigmfai of all, he blasphemes. When, in fhe 
name of God, he preaches content to the poor 
and eppie«ses, flattvs tLe rich and powerful, 
and makes religious tryanny the handmaid -n 
of political privilege, he blasphemes. And 
when he takes the Bible in his hand, and says 
it was all written by the inspiration of Go 1. 
he blasphemes almost beyond forgiveness. 

Who are the blasphemers? Not we who 
pieaeh freedom and progress for all men; but 
those who try to bind the world with chains 
of dogma, to burden it, in God'* name, vith 
all the foul superstitions of its ignorant *.ast. 




Commenting upon orthodoxy and its in- 
fluence upon the affairs of the American 



nation. Alex. It Thompson writing upon a 
trip to America, in an article in the Clarion, 

says: — 

But President Roosevelt has a long way to 
go if he means effectively to curb the rights 
of war and political brigandage exercised by 
the American Trusts. 

Behind the Trusts stand, it would seem, 
all the "religion" the country possesses. The 
elergy s bitter hostility to Roosevelt wa* 
manifested last Sunday, when fifty disciples 
of Christ denounced him from their pulpits 
because the newly -issued gold coin does not 
beat the former inscription; "In God. We 
Trust." The President probably thought that 
the Trust God in America net did no adver 
tisement. Tho«e peopl f who get the new 
coin can see the American God for then- 

he-; the other get no Trust anyhow. 

They are merely the slaxes and tributaries 
..i the Trusts. 



Residing in Dallas, Texas, some years ago. 
was a Chinese laundryman, by the name of 
Sam ( hoi. True to his native cunning and 
.leeeption Sa m> had joined the Campbellito 
ehureh. piofOBfJag Christianity, as a means 
0* entiein- .a tew extra -hirts in his wash- 
tub. In order to more effectually carry out 
his plan Sam had obtained posession of a 
duplicate bible, one page printed in English 
and the opposite printed in Chinese so that 
he could learn the text and the lesson. One 
day a visitor called upon him and discovered 
him reading the duplicate bible,— 

What have you there?" asked the visi- 
tor. 

"l^eadee blible." 

"What part do you read?" 

"I M plodigal sonee." 

"Iiow do you like it?" 

"Bleautiful storee." 

"Tn what way?" 

"Wellee, man havee tloo bloys. Himee pa 
say havee somee mun and le< tie bloy takee 
the mun, goee 'way, havee glood timee. Bloy 
goee bloke. He goee homee and getee some 
more mun. Ts a bleautiful storee." 



THE LAST DESIRE 

When the time comes for me to die, 

Tomorrow or some other day, 
If God should bid me make reply, 

"What would'st thou?" I shall say: 

"O God, Thy world was great and fair, 

Yet give me to forget it clean, 
Nor vex me more with things that were, 

And things that might have been!' 

"I loved and toiled though ill or well — 
Lived certain years and murmured not, 
Now grant me in that land to dwell, 
Where all things are forgot!" 

"For others, Lord, the purging fires, 
The loves reknit, the crown, the palm; 

l or me. the death of all desires, 
In everlasting calm." — London Academy. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 

a ARMOR*) sti-a ENB tfow high ippn 

ciation Ol our .-11.. it in t he Mm i--u- |trH 
MOOMrOfOOiloJ and iliwr. 

w. 0. DALY — The M iti in-i pancrs" (iii Fro* 

thought just suits us and we wish to see 

everybody m tin- mum platform. Bj pu-h- 

ing the Made a- JTOII are doing fft will soon 
get there. 

IfBfl If; i:. D.w is w i eoMoli whh you 

in the deep misfort BM that DM fall n Dp I 
you and we ean realize poor lOM. In any 

.•vent, while mi oymot npod Um nuh, 

yet, every little helps. 

W. I. FOX — Thanks for ymir kind MOM*, 

You will Mi thai the old irrHeri in book 

in harness. We want to keep them now. 

H, L HANSON— It plOMM u. to know 
that you are pleased. The Mm MM OMjM 
to be read « very where. 

kino HARDI \) — Thftnki for oHppfaj 

renewal. . 

THEOPHlus PHIL0SOPRTITB— Yon win 

doubtless, reeogni/e orm of y«»ur h-tier* in 
this column, with few onMoM M ns to 
avoid what Ml been Mkod. 

H. Id FISK— Our letter will cxplflUJI Ifflfl 
got lost somewhere. W. fll If ipprfolotl 
what you say. 

THOMAS I" udON Sampk oopioi hart 

been sent to MJMI and idiflMU gtTOB. 
Thanks. 

J08EPH1NI K HENRY- #i boMon ^ it). 

you that there is much of sent ine nl OOMMJltod 
with the old name ,md we eanuoi rend ily ap 
prOM of any MAJI. Still, ii might M ,.,„,. 
sidered. 

CEO. L cask Rati uitiri d your I ittoi 
ter in person. 

OTTO TITO NfPSOX— Clipping tm hrod 

Thank-. We wiii probably gtVo rack nformo- 

tion as you desire. Thanks for the inquiry 

m4 mMjittloa, 

WTTJJAM WELCH— Th IBM t<T list of -ul. 
scribers. Tf eaeh subscriber would do ns mud, 
our circulation would rear), 30.000 in a few 
weeks. Think what that wo,,|d mean. 

A. A. SNOW— Yours fWllnl Thanks HMJ 



("lnpiiment and for M.niu dipt. Will use in 

icporate > — i < * - — . W ould approekto any further 

effoitl in the MM direction. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 
Don't Change The Name. 



VERSAILLES, KY.-l'dnde is fine but I 
want tie- oh! name retained. I think it would 
lie wor-e to nillMjl it. It has ma -t ercd the 
itormi tot over 10 \<nr- and 1 llOpI the name 

will not bodMngodV-JOSEPHINf K. HENRY* 



Heart In Right Place. 

ROCKDALE, TEX,- Tm Blade is alright in 

her new dress but I don't want it* name 
eh ingOtL It MMMM Mkl a- it PI have for- 

gotta Mi. Moon to lun laythiag but the 

Blue Cra-s Blade. 1 am trvinv: to "et -<»m,- 
-iil.~eiil.er- i.ut thi- is such a religious hole 
I may fail. And time- are being hard with 
H n<.\\. My son came MOM frofll the army 
la-t Much. Hi- father died in April, after 
lx'imr lloh two \.ai-. Alter lettlfaj up doe* 

ton i. ii!-. drag hill- md foMrol oxponooi, mi 

lad verv little left. And m \ son 1*1 not made 
Hvt dollar- -inee. There is BOtkittg to d,. berOj 
but I hope for better I in Mj OOB and tlnn 1 
MB and w'll dfl MMMthlng for the Wade. My 

will is good it' my pocket In raiptj. 

M. R. DAVIS. 

An Opinion Of The Blade. 

n v:\ IRD, IU .- --Your e. w form ilrUrlit 

It ii at tractive. The -i j lc and |tffO of print 
i- mo-t excellent and Ml] to t id, especially 
for tho-e MMM BfM IM gotttog dim with 
IM, and vour writ«Ts for the I'dade Iff |OOd 
tiet in Wilson. Ki.ld'-r. Mi-. Il-niy. Mr- (1m-/. 
and that (di-- a- oftOfl ;i- DOflOflMO. They 
al\\ a>- hftVO -omel hin j FrOlb and Mil ,-i c-t in 
STOM editorial section i- itUMilng. I <_-en mUj 
gof into that about the lii-t da-h. l'ind en 
closed PofltofBoO Order lor $1JQ and ihoM m.\ 
tab alomj another lap W I. FOX, 



Paine Light Is Needed. 



NEW YORK CITY.- Tm odftorUl dodioi . 

I km to Thomas I'aine on pogO H is a itfOMgly 
tMOghtral article. I think however that had 
tie la-t -hort para-riph D00| MlUtod that 
it would carry more PTtigfij 0/MTO prejudice 
e\i-t- and I'aine Hjki i needed. While on,, 
grrai niind i- worth more to ci\ili/ation thin 
one million without individuality, still Ml 
• airy more weight in ar-uiiient iin d defend 
the truth more stron-ly if we allow full 



ju-t ice and do not deny to our opponents what 
i- fairly debatablft. W hile schools and lecture 
halls ;ire fortunat»dy <'ducatiiiL r MgMf and 
more than the ( Imn le-. ->till we must admit 
that -o long as the ignorant and mentally 
weak are witn 01 that even the re-traint of 
mild super-tit ion and the hollow mysteries of 
an imaginative creed are better to restrain 
and gttldc tho-e clas-e- than a rational creed 
which they OOOM ti"t iinler-tand and would 
BlIoMO, I ha. I ocea-ion to write POOM thoughts 
on tho-e line-. Perhaps I wiil sometime hunt 
them up and mail to you. as expressing my- 
self more charlv than I now hurriedly write. 

C. AMORY STEVENS. 



Praise and Inspiration. 

PITT8B1 RGj - The Pain- issue just 
rooolrod, Mhlok truly a lever of mighty in- 
LelHgOMI md IM«M Ik- a profound inspira- 
tion to every thinkim.r man and woman. 
"Truth cru-hed to earih mtist rise again" U 
a true adage in the march of civilization, in 
unearthing of tie- l.ri-ht(-t star that bedecks 
the emblem of our <_-rand "public. All other 
heroes of tie Revolution arpear small when 
compare] with the grandeur, t h< courage, the 
foresight, th. inten-e IMOTgJ and purity of 
p arpon <t Thomas Fain- R| (MM i- i- 1 - 
lltM f<\r al lh*f Ii. r.«ic MIM1 « ♦ that r*M»" 
flict to be enrolled in hi tory's OOgM. Tin' 
true gmJM Of hi- mind i- rapidlv emerging 

Hon t oi the bofoggrd itMUiipMro of h, 

|.rie~t ridden QMplO. Lit the good work go 
on. I like the change of your paper, and 
with all due re-pect to its venerable founder, 
i< -eems to tingle with logic and llOQMMi 
hitherto unknown. All ol my Hlades have 
he n gtrofl <.ut to do second and third hand 
duty, llwoyi with good impr -sion. Hof0< 
v ith are a few names for sample copie-. 

II L HANSON. 

Can't He Beat. 



Ill NTINOBl RG, IND.-Suppo-e you got 
my remittance of three fifty, all O. K. 
Won tod to write you at tin time I sent it as 
to what I thought of the Hlade's new dress, 
hut Knew if I mi— ed that mail, that the five 
new sub cribers, that I was sending you, 
n.Ld.t fail to get M. Crier Kidder and Su-an 
.1. Pit 1(1 coi.t ril.ut i. n- 

Now the. as t o what I think of 1 he Blade's 
m w die-. I),. n't believe you could have 
beaten the selection. Mad you hunted and 
prOMOOd for twenty ei-ht year-, whieh seems 
to he about the age of the dear old Blade. 
I'm -a\. Md you thou-ht of it? Is t hi - md 
the first tailor made suit, the I'dade ever put 
on With the p p o op joot oi it- oid "'war MMM0 M 
coining bitch, to hrace its columns, 1 mu-t 
eo,,fe-s. that the I'dade certainly does look 
gOOd to me. I mi-ht -ay. in conclusion, tint 
I am still an Atheist i( nd a Socialist, and I 
-land pat, on the proposition —That all 
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Atheists, when enlighteMd m to w hat Social- 

ism brings, arc Socialists too.— W. C. DALV. 



More Praise For Us. 
I'KLLA K»\\A.- Sometime ago I saw an 
•dvertioomcnt in tli«' Blade, viz: Organization 

at Last. I availed ■jrottt of the opportunity 

and annexed m \ >el f at OAM to the Church of 
Humanity at (ircat I'end. ffflntOl I WTQtl an 
IMH] U) the t net (linkers peopb* to join with 
uh and M nt it to you tor publi - at ion. It was 
at the time when \«>u wa> M) tar behind wHb 
your work, that 1 sent the article and I 
thought pel hap-, that was why \nii did not 
pufclitfa it. I like the new dress in which the 

Blade oomee. I Ion the memory of our old 

trim,! ( . < . Mum... In fact I h>\e the wh<»le 
Uladr family. Eneloeod cheek for $1.00, $1.50 
for I'. lade Uld 10e for Kvhange. 



JOSEPHINE K. HENRY. 



2.) 

Rational! t has been that of officiating at 
hm&lfk, where she expounds the reasonable 
doctrine of the in<>\ it abh nc-s of \;ituial l aw 
in language not cruel but consoling. 

In the domain of domesticity this remark- 
able woman is a refutation ..t the fanatical 
fear that the development of women in pub 
lie \\<»rk is detrimental to horn • life. T<> her. 
home has been the heart's heaven, the cm 
hodimcnt of inspiration and her family af- 
fection-, have fortiood h.p afoJMl the at- 
tack- of antagonistic outsiders. 

She is an observant but uiio-t cut at i<>u- 
hostess, a jxtpular ami pleasing entertainer 
and her hospitality is whole smiled :>n<l un 
stinted and the applicant for relief at the 
rear door is graciously given con-idcrat ion 
without the wordy Christian preliminai \ of 
di-eovering "worthiness." The writer w i-hes 
to clo-e this wholly inadequate account of the 
career of our champion with a word of per- 
sonal appreciation, it is this: — 

If I have accomplished ought in the realm 
of Nationalism, been instrumental in breaking 
down the barriers of bigotry, helped humanity 
to higher ideals, widened the n iew of CM* 
tian woman or gtroi 0a0WMlfW0<l to my 
cruelly crucified sister-, 1 owe the result to 
the original inspiration found in the- free 
Thought writings of .Josephine K. Ileniy. 
and I am duly grateful that our mental 
music is written in the MUM key, and that 
our thought xibrations flow in the HUM 
current. 

I lay this leaf of Laurel in the hand of my 
dear friend and the proffer affords me inli 
nite pleasure. 
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ci.n bet your life the gentleman who preached 
the funeral 111 Mi OB handed out the best he had 
in the -hop. With his majesty "playing pos- 
-um" was a mania; like Paul "God know- he 
died daily." Now, how long could a fellow in 
tic minority cut up those didoes without 
ela-hing w ith the State in-anit > expert 1 The 
little man with nothing but his eccentricities 
to invite notice is a human monkey. Any 
fool can call attention to himself: it is a 

I r as- whose ears are not in cahoot with 

hi- bray. Some folks are -o c n-tantly eon- 
-i-tent in their natural and artificial idiocy 
that in » one indices them until their affecta- 
tion a-sumcs the disguise of common sen-". 

BoOWOll'l antics wt re as uni<pie as dilffWt' 
ing. His very questions would guarantee the 
insanit y of the common man. ^ et . Dr. John 
-on is know n, first as the imin vhoet life 
was written by tins simpering drunken busy 
body, HPfladi as — well. Dr. Johnson. M.n-au 
hj sa\- BoOWfU ITM I ureat writer because 
he wa- a i:rcat fool. I know not to whit U 
t. nt folly guarantees literary ability, but, fool 
or no fool. BoOVOfl accompli^nd what 00 
other biographer accomplished, from Plutarch 
to Parton- 1 never oottd read his book nor do 
T know any who could; T am only 
swearing to what others -ay. It looks to me 
as if Macaulay did for the book what he 
-a\s the- book did for Baswell. 
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RAILWAY MEN, ATTENTION! 

Tf you need a Watch to meet the new re- 
c|uiiements of the Railway Service, study well 
and compare prices of these (18 size) lever- 
I0< \\ atclie-: HAMPDEN, "Special Railway" 
2M jewels. .*•_>«;; "NKW RAILWAY," 23 jewels, 
JB| 't2M» I N T §TR." 21 jewels, $22.50; 
OOmo. 10 jewels, $20; "845" new model, 21 
jewels, jilfl; BLG1N: "Veritas." 23 jewels, 
>•_".»; "Father Time, 21 jewel-. $22.50; "B. 
\\ llaymond," 19 jewels, $20; some, 17 jew- 
el-. sls."><>. Al! the above in 3 or 4 ounce Sil- 
verine Screw Case, prepaid, with guarantee 
tint «ach watch is latest improved of grade 
specified, new and perfect, and will pass 
rigid railway inspection. In gold filled cases, 
guaranteed by ma nufact urers for 25 years, 
|0 more. Ila\e advertised in this paper 

slice til t MM, 

DIAMONDS. PEARLS, Ol'AI-S, B1 I . 



ind will save 
r ot me. Kn- 
specialty. 



I am an expert in this lin« 
you 20 per cent if you will 0f# 
ea-ement and wedding rings f 

Send for price list of watches not listed 

above. Jewelry, freethoogh! Do d a oo, Ingereoll 

Spoons. RiagO, BUrer and Plated Ware. Op- 
tie;.! Goods, ami mj Tract. "Theism In The 
Crucible" free. 

OTlO WETTSTKIN. 
LaGrange, Cook County 
Illinois 



HUMAN ECCENTRICTIES. 

(Continued from page 3.) 
Charles \ ol QflMlj u-ed to attend his 
own funeral; hi- only relaxation from -talc 
atl'air-. Nothing wa < omitted in the ohsei|uies 
but a dead corpse. lie u-ecl to get into a 
coffin, prayers were said over hjm, and you 



t THE TELEO-MECHANICS OP NATURE $ 

♦♦♦ v 

The above entitled work in 8 part* and 115 chapters treats oHhe source 
JL nature nnd functions of the subconscious minus or "eell-soiil«" (as Prof, 
t Haeckel terms them) which are beginning to be recognized by Biologists, Psy- 
cholocrists and Phvsiologi.-t^ a- the con-ciouslv and intelligently operating 
^ factors in the evolution of plant and animal life and to the study of which 
t I have devoted a life-time. eond"n-m_' thv views and observations in the above 
♦> volume. It is devoid of all metaphysical speculation, and from the ma*s of 
scientifically demonstrated facts the reader will draw hi^ own conclusions 
regarding the tenability of the Cod and Immortality doctrinet. 

Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, of Versailles. Ky., President of The Free- 
thought Federation Of America, writes as follows: 

"Received the Synopsis of your book, "The Teleo-Mechanics of Nature; 
and read it with great profit and pleasure. It has opened up great fields of 
thought to me. I will keep your pamphlet near me; perhaps it will bring 
more light as I read and ponder. A world groping in darkness needs you. You 
are certainly a student, scicnti-t and philosopher, and have scored several points 
against Haeckel that it seems to me cannot be controverted. I truly hope that 
your book will have a wide circulation in all lands and will be translated into 
many languages." 

Prof. Ernest Haeckel writes: 
"My dear Mr. Wettstein. Your treatise in the form of a Synopsis of 
your book 'The Teleo-Mechanics Of Nature, being a commendable critique of 
mv World-Riddles, has been received and read with great interest. While we 
differ on a few questions, notably the one relating to the consciousness ot 
unconsciousness of the mind in Nature, I sincerely hope that your masterly 
efforts will contribute much towards dispelling the obscurity and confusion pre 
vailing in these momentous problems of Science and Philosophy. 

With highest esteem, Yours," etc. 
Great Combination Offer. A copy of the Synopsis (a large 16 page pamph- 
let in handsome cover), price 10c; a copy of "Facts Worth Knowing," (con- 
taining addresses of Ingersoll. Pentecost and Mr<*. Henry), price 15c; and 
Paine's "Age of Reason," price 25c, (50c value) all sent prepaid on receipt 
of 25c In stamps or silver. First two books alone for 10c to all mentioning 
the Blade. 

HERMANN WETTSTEIN, 



Fittgerald, Georgia. 
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DOG FENNEL 

In 

THE ORIENT 

by 

Charles Chilton Moore. 

When a young man the author had started 
out to walk through the Holy Lands on foot. 
Reaching I'aiis he gave up the juurnny :«n<l 
rttnrMd boa* lie made the trip by rail 
and boat about three years before his death. 
This book gives an account of what he saw 
and explodes numerous Christian myths. It 
i- < specially suitable lor a present. 
Cloth Bound, 350 Pages. Postpaid $1.25. 

No Freethinker should be without it. 

Address orders to 

blue <;kass BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 

A TRIP TO ROME 

uy 

DR J. B. WILSON. 

The International Congress of Freethinker-* 
was held in the City 01 Rome, Italy, Sep 
tember 21, li»04. The author attended that 
Congress as the American delegate. It is an 
account of travel and personal experiences 
that has received an universal encomium from 
pres> and people. In it religious dogmas and 
tales of prit'stly fiction are ruthlesnly ex 
posed while the giRtim] >tvle is without com 
parison in American literature of travel. 

Cloth bound, 360 pages illustrated. 
Postpaid $1.25. 

Address orders to 

KJDI ORAM BLADE. 
Lexington. Ky. 

The Virgin cTWary 

By M. Grier Kidder 
Paper 10 Cents 

This article fir t appeared in the columns 
of the Blade and Editor Moore and JftBMi 
E. jfUfhw u-re indicted by the federal 
urand jury at Louisville for sending ob 
scene matter through the mails. The prose 
cution was dismissed. The article was then 
republished in the Blade and later put into 
pamphlet form. Thousands of Mpft* have 
been sold. It is a useful missionary docu- 
ment. Full of humor and argument. 
T\v» 1\ «■ BOffol l"i *1.00 

BLUE (JRASS BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



Three of WINW00D READE S 
Celeb rated W orks, 

Martyrdom of Man. 



NOW IN ITS TWELFTH EDITION. 

Thi« book Is a very intere«ttnely pictured synopsis of MllHMj 
show in* *hat the race has UWterfone--4* martyr loro-ln ita rise to its pres. 
S? pffie it shows how war and religion have been oppressive factors 
in the struggle for liberty, and the hut chapter, of MM 150 
pages. cWribe* his Intellec -tual struggle from the animal BJ- 
riod of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what the 
— nves would be a religion of reaaou and love. 



CLOTH. $1.00. 

The Outcast 

Is a Freethought Novel of great literary merit. It shows the bigotry 
nnd SniHTstition that exists in the Church. It portrays a vivid picture 
"fa Minister who was honest enough to throw oft the shacaies of 

superstition.^^ 7 5 c . nett pos tage, lOc. 

THE VEIL OF ISIS, OR THE 

piysterles of me Druids. 

This interesting work gives a very clear and accurate ac- 
count of the earliest formation of Religion and Freemasoury. 
Many of the Ancient rites and mysterious ceremonies that are 
u^cd'bv the Churches and Masonic orders, are here giveu 
in detail and shows conclusively how they originated 

ClotH. #1.00 net t postage, 14c. 

BLUE mil BLADE, Pub, Box 393, Lexington, Ky, 



FLORIDA AND without 
NEW ORLEANS 

QUEEN 8 CRESCENT ROUTE 

Winter Tourist Tickets jkSfc£^feJ5 

— 

For inf urmfion and" lilt of hotels address 

U. C. KING, C. P. 8 T. A^ 1 11 Mam Su. Lexicon, Ky. 



Get in line. Join the Army of Blade 
readers. 



